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AL u MN us

SE E D M O N E Y
for Progress

THE NEW ENGLAND £0LLEGES FUND
Gifts from business and industry to The
ew England College Fund are the eed money for progre s. Twenty
two liberal art and ciences colleges, Bates and Colby in Main , shared in th contributions of the e firms during 1955.
Alles & Fisher, Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
Allied Stores Foundation
New York, New York
Allis-Chalmers Foundation, Inc.
West Allis, Wisconsin
American Oil Company
New York, New York
American Radiator &
Standard Sanitary Corp.
New York, New York
Araban Coffee Co., Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
Armstrong Cork Co.
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
L. G. Balfour Co.
Attleboro, Massachusetts
Ballard Oil & Equipment Co.
Portland, Maine
Bay State Tool & Machine Co.
Springfield, Massachusetts
Bearings Specialty Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Bemis Bro. Bag Co.
E. Pepperell, Mass.
Berkshire Knitting Mills
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
Boston Mutual Life Insurance Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Bridgeport Brass Foundation, Inc.
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Bridgeport Fabrics, Inc.
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Brockway-Smith-Haigh-Lovell Co.
Charlestown, Massachusetts
The Brown & Sharpe Foundation
Providence, Rhode Island
Brown-Wales Charity Fund, Inc.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Charitable Foundation of
Bryant Chucking Grinder Co.
Springfield, Vermont
The Bullard Co. Charity Foundation, Inc.
Bridgeport, Connecticut
California Artificial Flower Co.
Providence, Rhode Island
Cambridge Electric Light Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Cambridge Gas Light Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
The Carter's Ink Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Central Vermont Public Service Corp.
Rutland, Vermont
Chaplin Motor Co.
Portland, Maine
Congress Sportswear Co., Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
Congress Square Hotel Co.
Portland, Maine
The Connecticut National Bank
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Consolidated Renderinl? Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Concora Foundation
Chicago, Illinois
Crane & Co.
Dalton, Massachusetts
Dennison Foundation, Inc.
Framingham, Massachusetts
Dewey and Almy Chemical Company
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dictaphone Corporation
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Dolan Steel Co., Inc.
Bridgeport, Connecticut
H. J. Dowd Co., Inc.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Dunham-Mason Foundation, Inc.
Brattleboro, Vermont
The Felters Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Felton & Son, Inc.
South Boston, Massachusetts
The Filene Fund
Boston, Massachusetts

The Foxboro Co.
Foxboro, Massachusetts
French, Shriner & Urner M!g. Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
General American Transportation Corp.
Chicago, Illinois
The General Foods Fund, Inc.
New York, New York
General Ice Cream Corporation
Schenectady, New York
General Motors Corp.
New York, New York
Genest Bros., Inc.
Manchester, New Hampshire
The Gillette Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Harvey Hubbell, Inc.
Bridgeport, Connecticut
Hathaway Foundation
Waterville, Maine
High Voltage Engineering Corp.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Improved Machinery, Inc.
Nashua, New Hampshire
International Shoe Machine Corp.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Island Creek Coal Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Jenkins Bros.
Bridgeport, Connecticut
John Hancock Mutual Life In ·urance Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
The Kendall Company
Boston, Massachusetts
Kidder, Peabody & Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Kingston, Manufacturing Co.
Newmarket, New Hampshire
Liberty Mutual Fire Ins. Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Liberty Mutual Insurance Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Lifetime Stainless Steel Corp.
Holliston, Massachusetts
Lincoln Stores, Inc.
Quincy, Massachusetts
The Lumber Mutual Fire Insurance Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
The Mason Box Co.
Attleboro Falls, Massachusetts
The Massachusetts Protective Assoc., Inc.
'i'l'orcester, Massachusetts
May & Gannon, Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
Mutual Boiler and Machinery Ins. Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
The Narrow Fabric Co.
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
NATCO Corp.
Chicago, Illinois
The National Biscuit Company Foundation
New York, New York
National Blank Book Co.
Holyoke, Massachusetts
New Bedford Gas and Edison Light Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
New Enl!'land Forestry Service, Inc.
Reading, Massachusetts
New England Provision Co., Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
W. H. Nichols Co.
Waltham, Massachusetts
Norton Co.
Worcester, Massachusetts
John C. Paige & Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Parker Manufacturing Company
Worcester, Massachusetts
F. S. Payne Company
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Pepperell Manufacturing Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Photostat Corp.
Providence, Rhode Island
Pitney-Bowes, Inc.
Stamford, Connecticut

Plymouth County Electric Light Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Polaroid Corporation
Cambridge, Mas achusetts
Robertshaw-Fulton Controls Co.
Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Rock of Ages Corporation
Barre, Vermont
Rollins Engine & Machine Co., Inc.
Nashua, New Hampshire
RoyaJ McBee Corporation
New York, New York
Rumford Printing Co.
Concord, New Hampshire
Joseph T. Ryerson & Son Foundation, Inc.
Chicago, Illinois
Saco-Lowell Shops
Boston, Ma sachusetts
Sanborn Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Charitable Trust of the Shawinigan
Resins Corporation
Springfield, Massachusetts
Sheraton Foundation, Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
Simplex Wire & Cable Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
A. G. Spalding & Bros., Inc.
Chicopee, Massachusetts
Spaulding Brick Co., Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
Sprague Electric Company Foundation
North Adams, Massachusetts
Stacy-Adams Co.
Brockton, Massachusetts
The Stetson Shoe Co., Inc.
So. Weymouth, Mas achusetts
Stop & Shop Charitable Foundation
Boston, Massachusetts
Strathmore Paper Co.
West Springfield, Massachusetts
R. G. Sullivan, Inc.
Manchester, New Hampshire
Sullivan Bros. Printers
Lowell, Massachusetts
Swank, Inc.
Attleboro, Massachusetts
Textile Machine Works
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
Tremont Charitable Foundation
Boston, Massachusetts
Towle Mfg. Co.
Newburyport, Massachusetts
The Tredennick-Billings Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Triangle Foundation, Inc.
Nashua, New Hampshire
The Union Carbide Educational Fund
New York, New York
United-Carr Fastener Corp.
Boston, Massachusetts
United Shoe Machinery Corp.
Boston, Massachusetts
United Elastic Foundation
Easthampton, Massachusetts
United States Steel Foundatfon, Inc.
New York, New York
John A. Volpe Construction Co.
Malden, Massachusetts
S. D. Warren Co.
Boston, Massachusetts
Warren Manufacturing Corp.
Newmarket, New Hampshire
Watcbemoket Optical Company, Inc.
Providence, Rhode Island
F. S. Webster Company
Cambridge, Massachusetts
James 0. Welch Co.
Cambridge, Massachusetts
Morris Winer Foundation, Inc.
Boston, Massachusetts
The Wiremold Company
Hartford, Connecticut
Young & Rubican, Inc.
New York, New York

The Fund has also received gifts from ten additional corporations which prefer to remain anonymous.
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A

s I sit, lost in revery, the
ch apel chimes ring out. . . The
beacon light in the library tower
proclaims the mission of a col
lege, set upon a hill, to send forth
the light of truth thrnugh out the
world. .. Surely this is a h appy
com munity.
There, by a strange analogy, I
think of Moses on Mount Nebo
when the Lord showed him " all
the land of Gilead unto Dan
and of his bitter disappointment
when the Lord said, "I h ave
caused thee to see it with thine
own eyes but thou shall not go
over thither." How much m ore
fonunate was I than Moses, for
I had not only seen the fulfill
m ent of my heart's desire, but
h ad actually entered into the
promised land.
In the same trend, I think of
Simeon, just and devout m an, to
whom it was revealed that he
should see death before he h ad
seen th e Lord Ch rist. In the
temple, when the parents brought
in the Child Jesus to do for him
after the custom of the law, Sim
eon took up the young lad in his
arms and said, " Lord, now lettest
Thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to Thy word, for mine
eyes h ave seen Thy salvation."
11

From IF I HAD
THREE DAYS TO

LIVE

by Franklin W. Johnson

T

he whole matter of business support for independent higher
education has been increasingly in the news and the recent formation
of The American College Fund by the Association of American Colleges
has refocused attention on this subject.
While all of us who are at all interested in the welfare of non-tax
supported higher education (and that certainly should include every
college graduate and, hopefully, every tax-payer) by now have a general
idea of j ust what is going on in this field, I would like to consider the
issues in specific terms. J ust what does this corporate activity mean
for an individual institution ? What does it mean for Colby ?
Benefiting from corporate gifts is not a new experience for Colby.
Alumni and alumnae know that in addition to their own giving, the
generosity of many corporations, especially Maine corporations, is re
flected in the splendid achievement of the Mayflower Hill campus. The
recent announcement of the Ford gifts was joyous news for all, and
there have been a n umber of direct gifts, such as from the Esso Founda
tion, and other national concerns. Finally, Colby is benefiting from
gifts made to The New England Colleges Fund, and the college will
benefit as well from The American College Fund.
I shall direct my comments here primarily at the relationship of
The New England Colleges Fund and Colby.
From my point of view, Colby's contribution has been one of sub
stance. President Bixler has joined with other New England college
presidents in making solicitations. Director of Development Ed Turner
has visited with businessmen all over New England on the Fund's be
half, and Director of Public Relations Dick Dyer has helped in placing
our news releases. Vice President A. Galen Eustis has served a term
on the Fund's executive committee and I am personally grateful that
his door is always open whenever I need advice. Few have given
more than Colby.
In return, the college has received a slice of the corporate contribu
tions pie annually since solicitations began two years ago last fall. I n
the last three months o f 1 953, the Fund received $53,505. In 1 954, its
first full year, the total was $ 107,685, and in the past year, gifts reached
$ 167, 138. Prospects for 1 956 are in the vicinity of a quarter of a million.
I should like to point out that The New England Colleges Fund is
not a short range, get-rich-quick proposition and that all of its benefits
are not monetary.
One of its great strengths is that it is a voluntary, cooperative effort
toward self-help on the part of the colleges. It is designed to give busi
ness and industry an opportunity to share in the responsibility for keep
ing these independent colleges truly independent. The Fund offers the
added convenience of making help for 22 colleges possible with one
check.
It is my conception that the Fund's job is basically an educational
one. We must give business information about why the colleges need
money and how they can best be helped before we can expect corpora
tions to act. This educating is helpful to the Fund, but at the same
time it is tilling and fertilizing some ground which all independent
education can plant and cultivate. In the case of Colby, which has an
alert and active development plan of its own, this additional precondi
tioning can be of special value.
I think business will increase its donations from year to year, both
to such federations and to individual institutions like Colby. Businesses
prefer to give to those who are helping themselves, and one of the best
gauges of these efforts is the support which any college receives from
its own constituency. What are an institution's graduates doing to
help ? They are the people who have gained the most from the college.
It is not unreasonable to conclude that the future of corporate giv
ing of any kind will be determined by the interest of alumni and
alumnae in alma mater.
Frank A. Tredinnick, Jr.
Executive Directo,-

THE NEW ENGLAND COLLEGES FUND

Services for Dr. Johnson were held Tuesday, February ...,1 in Lori
mer Chapel.

Chaplain Clifford Osborne officiated assisted by Presi

dent Bixler and the Reverend Richard Keach, pastor
tist Church.

H

ow far are the outward facts of his

life from conveying the quality of
the vivid, dynamic and buoyant person
who was our friend! To those of us
who were well acquainted with him,
Dr. Johnson seemed a living embodi
ment of our hopes not for this college
alone, but for education in general.
He loved young people and demanded
that they be given only the best. He
shared with us his excitement over the
new possibilities ahead for the life of
learning. He had youth's enthusiasm
for the daring and the venturesome
and the older he grew the less he
seemed to suffer from the doubts and
hesitancies that so often appear with
age.
I should like to remind you of the
interesting fact that his life span in
cluded a period when society went
through what is probably the most
abrupt transition from h igh hope to
blank despair in all history. When
Dr. Johnson was a young man be
ginning his work at Coburn the opin
ion was widely held that science as a
new messiah would lead the world to
an era of plenty and prosperity and
that war as an instrument for the ex
pressioo of national will was not only
too inhumane but too utterly irrational
ever again to be invoked.
Between
the time he left Coburn and returned
to Maine to begin at Colby the latest
phase of his career all this had been
changed by the first world conflict. At
the time of the launching of his crown
ing achievement, the Mayflower Hill

project, the great depression had be
gun to exert its paralyzing effect on
And before the college
men's wills.
could move to the new site the second
war had come with all its fury.
How striking, in other words, is the
contrast between the curve recording
the mood of society during this period
and that of his own achievement.
What it shows i s that his best work
was done under the worst conditions .
We notice also t h a t he was at his most
energetic at a time i n life when the
ordinary man feels that a little relaxa
tion is permitted.
I t is remarkable
4

of the First Bap

These paragraphs were deHvered by President Bixler.

that Dr. Johnson seemed to increase
his store of vitality as the years went
by. He did not begin work at Colby
until he was fifty-nine and although
he gave u p formal office thirteen years
later he did not really disassociate h i m
self. from his beloved project until fail
i ng health forced him to restrict all
outside activities a few months before
his death.
In his ability to labor
longer and more successfully than most
men, he seemed almost to defy the
ordinary laws of physiology. The ex
planation is to be found, I think, not
so much in any un usual bodily endow
ment but rather in a remarkable capac
ity to respond to and to be absorbed by
a great idea .
His real gift was his
ability through creative loyal interest to
derive strength from the object of his
loyalty.
Losing his own soul he
found it.
I cannot help feeling that it is in
such a comparison of the changes i n
society with those of h i s o w n growth
that we discover the measure of his
greatness.
As the line of economic
depression and social disillusionment
went down, that of Dr. Johnson's vi
sion went up. As the world sank more
deeply into the havoc caused by its
own impulse to destroy, Dr. Johnson
laid more cornerstones, built more
foundations and found more outlets
for his creative energies.
A s society
lost heart, Dr. Johnson took courage.
When we describe his work we often
use the expression " Venture of Faith. "
No teaching he has left behind is more
important than his example of what
f.Uth is l ike. We may define faith as
the active affirmation of our belief that
In the year 1653, when all things
sacred were

either demolished or

profan e d ,

Sir

Robert

founded this church;

Shirley

whose singu

lar praise it is to have done the best
things in the worst times and hoped
them in the most calamitous.
I NSCRIPTION IN THE CHAPEL
OF STAUNTON HAROLD,
LEICESTERSHIRE, ENGLAND

the world is rational in the sense that
it will sustain our best efforts.
Dr.
Johnson showed us in personal terms
what this means.
Faith is not as
some of our contemporaries would
have it, a leap beyond the pale of hu
man interests into some ineffable realm
of supernatural significance only. Faith
impl ies a nd requires the dynamic, de
cisive, and creative use of our own
abilities.
I t calls for the courage to
choose and to follow through.
It
challenges our wi lls instead of neu
tralizing the m . Dr. Johnson did not
need to put this into words when what
he was caused such a thunder in our
ears.

F all his characteristics i t i s his courO age that stands out in sharpest re

lief.
He showed i t when he led the
board of trustees to its striking deci
sion on June 13, 1 930 to move the
campus "if and when feasible. " He
showed it again when his plan was
derided in so many quarters as " John
son's Folly. " He demonstrated it once
more when in effect he challenged his
fellow townsmen to provide for the
new campus here i f they did not want
the college to move away. As an edu
cational leader he showed it constantly
in his defence of academic freedom,
his attacks on the teacher's oath and
his loyalty to faculty members who
were under fire.
We who watched him in these later
days driving from one part of the cam
pus to another, supervising the work
men, directing the construction of
roads, examining with interest each
new tree, ivy or plot of grass, and
almost each new brick or stone could
practically feel his mental energy ex
pressing itself in his amazing physical
vitality. Students of the present gen
eration knew him chiefly as a n elderly
man who appeared i n old clothes with
a shovel on Johnson Day, equally ready
to plan t a tree, j u m p into the driver's
seat of the tractor, or make a speech
brimming over with enthusiasm to as
sembled undergraduates. No one ever
puffed on a pipe more rapidly than he
or gave more dramatic evidence that
where there is so m uch smoke there
must be a consuming fire. He was a
good competitor, watching the b�seball
game intently from behind the catcher
or following the progress of the foot
ball as he sat in his car at the side of
the field. No one asked more eagerly
than he for the results of contests held
away. from home.
Yet though he
COLBY ALUMNUS

JoH soN DAY, 1955. His final visit on Mayfiower Hill with students.

wanted to win and fought to win he
never could fairly be described as a
narrow partisan. When the game was
over he was completely impartial and
to a possible opponent he could be
generous to a fault. As an example I
remember well the support he gave to
the j unior college movement at a time
when he was himself administering a
struggling four-year college and might
easily have thought of the other type
of institution as a rival and a threat.
Blessed is the man who has found
his work; let him rejoice in it and be
glad. Through his immersion m
Issue of SPRING 1 956

work that called forth the utmost in
devotion Dr. Johnson discovered the
courage that rises with danger and the
strength by which strength is opposed.
In the midst of frustrations he found
the joy of achievement and at the end
of a long and strenuous life he had the
satisfaction of public acclaim for a
task well done. He loved this college,
not blindly, but, as his many written
discourses on it show, with a sensitive
eye for what it might do for youth and
through youth for the cause of right
eousness and truth. I can think of no
greater betrayal than that we who
follow should permit the darkness of

our souls to bring into eclipse the
brightness of his vision or should allow
the lethargy of our wills to mar the
shining example of his valor. May the
presence of his monument, our cam
pus, be a constant challenge to us to
build more stately mansions for our
souls. And as we dedicate ourselves
to carry on his work may the life that
is God animate our frames, may the
truth that is God illumine our minds,
and may the love that is God kindle
our hearts in a manner that he would
recognize as appropriate for those who
wish to enter into the heritage he has
bequeathed .
5

W

HAT

is

Colby's

Hooper

rating ?

There's no knowing, but given a n
hour-long spot each week o v e r A BC,
such as was provided by America's
Town Meeting of the Air, and the pre
diction can be made that President
Bixler, Dean Marriner, a nd Chaplain
Osborne would soon be up among the
" top ten ." At least that's the feeling
one receives after investigating the mail
that poured in from all over the nation
following the broadcast from May
flower H ill, April 8, on the subject
"Have M-ass Pressures I nvaded the
Campus ? "
Postmarks read Fort Worth, Los
Angeles,
Kansas City,
Tallahassee,
Seattle, Birmingham, Colorado Springs,
Milwaukee, Philadelphia, Grand Rap
ids, Washington, Millinocket . . . With
one exception - a lady i n
ewtonville
who felt the college had sold out en
tirely to the Comm u nists - the com
ments were highly enthusiastic.

From
Brookings, South Dakota;
' The ability of your faculty and stu
dents to think and express thought was
a n inspiration. "
And there were many, many others
including a listener's election-year in
quiry to Dr. Bixler " Has anyone told
you that your voice resembles President
Eisenhower's ? "

The Order Changeth

EVERAL

S

i n novations

in

conducting

courses are of interest to alumni
who were accustomed to quite different
methods. Former classes were under
strict attendance rules unless a student
happened to be on the dean's list. To
day's seniors enjoy unlimited "Cuts. "
There is no general abuse of the pri
vilege. Seniors are apparently mature

6
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' make-up, " but seeks to free a stu
dent from routine class meetings in
order that he may devote full time to
independent study.
Assignments are
in addition to ordinary assignments i n
t h e course a n d a r e tested in t h e semes
ter examination to a maximum of one
third of the examination time. Dur
ing the period, the affected classes do
not meet.

Colby. '
From Madison
Wisconsin, "very
effective, right to the point, liberal in
spirit, gen uinely educative. "
From a headmaster : "This can do
a great deal for the cause of liberal
arts colleges. Congratulations! "
"I
A college student enthused :
think what these men said and espe
cially how they said it was quite a

college in the east. "

Juniors are already thinking about
comprehensive examinations to be re
quired for the first time with the Class
of 1 957. These will be written and
oral (a total of six examination hours )
in the student's major field.
They
will be given by all departments. The
objective is to integrate and correlate
study in the major field and to relate
this to other disciplines. The exams
will be given one of three ratings :
Honors Passed, or Failed.
Pass ng
the comprehensives will be a require
ment for graduation. Students failing
the exams will have a second chance to
pass before Commencement, but if
this also results i n failure, the next
opportunity will not come until the
following academic year.
Another innovation is the two weeks
reading period before semester exams.
The period applies only to courses de
signed
primarily
for j uniors
and
seniors. It is not for review work or

From Boston : "As a group you
gave the program a n atmosphere of
good thinking, good m a n ner, and good
culture.
If I were a fellow going to
college next fall I would want to be at

breath of fresh air. "
The mother of a Colby sophomore
informed the producer of the show at
Town Hall : "We enjoyed the broad
cast very m uch, particularly as our
daughter is a student at Colby which
we believe to be the finest liberal arts

enough to make j udicious use of the
right to be absent from classes as they
see fit. In fact, most of them are ab
sen t very infrequently·

The Dean of American Poets, Robert
Frost, will deliver the Commencement
address June 11.

Older alumni will need a n explana
tion of the phrase " designed for j u niors
or seniors . " Under the elective system,
it is possible for a j u nior or senior to
enroll i n a course designed primarily
for sophomores, sometimes even for
fresh men. For instance, a t the begin
n i ng of senior year a student who has
stu ied no mathematics in college may

�
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find a need hitherto unforeseen, for
the fre hman course in elementary
functions. The reading period does
not exempt a junior or senior from
attendance at such a course. Only
if all his courses are numbered in the
300' or 4.00's in the catalog ( the
designation of courses primarily for
j uniors or seniors ) is he freed from all
class meetings during the reading
period.

Mr. Hockey

W.

I-Io could be more deserving of hav
ing a hockey trophy established
in his name than Bill Millett ? The
answer is no one. It was, therefore,
with considerable pleasure that Bill's
friends learned the Boston - Colby
Alumni Association had paid him that
honor.
Announcement came March 22 at a
dinner in Cambridge. Club President
Howard Ferguson, 1931, stated the
trophy will go annually to the player
" who exemplifies the outstanding spirit
of competition in placing the team be
fore himself which was exemplified by
Bill Millett as an undergraduate."
That's a large order, but 1956 Cap
tain Charlie Morrissey qualified hand
somely. Morrissey sparked the Mules
to four consecutive triumphs over Bow
doin, emulating the scoring rampages
Bill Millett produced as an All-Maine
fullback in 1922 and 1923 and as a
member of the All-Maine hockey team
in 1 924.

The Verdict?

A

Hit!

One hopes the Colby Concert Choir
will soon visit this city again wrote a
Netv Yo1·k Sunday Herald music critic

March 25. The writer was concluding
a review of a Town Hall recital pro
vided the previous afternoon.
" A refreshingly compact and virile
sound is one of the choir's greatest
assets," the Herald said. " I t is not
always suave, but it has a bright, edgy
quality, not too different in its appeal
from that of a Baroque organ. Their
singing is precise in all matters of
attack, and balances are splendid . . .
It was an invigorating concert. "
The New York Times was also
generous, describing the choir " a sing
ing group of high attainments. "
The Times continued, " The young
vocalists sang with agreeable purity
Issue of
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'
Howard Ferguson 31, retir£ng president of the Boston-Colby Alumni A sso
Millett at the first presentation of the Ellsworth W.
Bill
congratulates
ciation,
Millett Hockey Troph y. Left to right: Carl MacPherson '26, Boston Club rep
resentative to the Alumni Council, who made the presentation speech ; President
'
Bixler; William C. Gutteridge 47, club vice president; Ferguson; Millett;
'
h ockey captain Ch arles Morrissey, trophy recipient; and Ray B. Greene, Jr., 45,
newly elected club president.

of tone, and with good intonation.
They followed faithfully the instruc
tions of their energetic conductor, and
their singing as a result had a splendid
power and vitality.
" The Colby choristers proved well
able to cope with the tricky progres
sions of the Gesualdo's Moro Lasso,
a work whose chromatic alterations
and changing tonal centers offers abun
dant opportunities for singing out-of
tune. The choristers' intonation, how
ever, was precise in this work as
elsewhere.
" A charming moment was the per
formance of Di Lasso's Echo Song,
with eight voices singing antiphonally
from the wings. The Colby group also
proved able to cope with the contra
punal complexities in the final selec
tion of Worthy is the Lamb, from The
Messiah, and the contemporary idom
of Hindemith's Six Chansons."

Umphrey Scholarship

RIENDS of Harry E. Umphrey, 1914,
F have founded a scholarship fund

in his name. Announceme nt of the
gift was made at a dinner April 7 in
Roberts Union attended by nearly 100
distinguished guests. Toastmaster Cur
tis Hutchins, president of the Bangor

and Aroostook Railroad, presented a
check for $12,500 to President Bixler
to establish the Harry E. Umphrey
Scholarship Fund.
The money was raised by friends
throughout the country. Both the
scholarship and the dinner came as a
complete surprise to Mr. Umphrey
who is president of the Aroostook
Potato Growers Association and a
trustee of Colby.
President Bixler termed the fund as
" one· of the most appropriate gifts in
Colby's recent experience. This t rib
ute shows the high regard in which
Harry Umphrey is held, not only at
the college, but by his friends and as
sociates. It honors a loyal, active and
energetic trustee." Among the many
speakers were Bishop Daniel J. Feeney
of Portland, Congressman Clifford Mc
Intire, and Governor Edmund S. Mus
kie. In a moving commentary, Bishop
Feeney recalled that his span of friend
ship for Mr. Umphrey covered at least
25 years. He described the new scho1arship which will be used primarily to
assist students from the State of Maine,
as " our debt to him for the many
credits which he has extended to us. "
A significant tribute came from
Governor Muskie who stated, " We
honor him as a friend, as a leader, and
for his humanity. " Touching on
7

In Brief ...
DEA MARRINER presented on
pril 1 5 his 300th broadcast of " Little Talks
on Common Things " a program sponsored by the Keyes Fibre Company over
WTVL, Waterville. When ABC raconteur Ted Malone interviewed the dean
over Mt. Washington TV last summer, Malone expressed the opinion that no
other radio program in the nation has had the same sponsor for so many years.
What has Dean Marrinet talked about on these 300 Sunday n ights ? Some of
h i s topics have been the old canals, the development of highways from Ind ia n
trails a n d bridJe paths, t h e country stores of t h e 1 800's and 1 900's o l d time doc
tors, covered bridges and land titles. Jn 1 95 4 the dean developed some of his
historical material i nto a book titled Kennebec Yeste1days (Colby College Press ) .
A GIFT t o the Frankl i n W . Johnson Scholarshi p Fund h a s been made b y soror
ity members. A letter from Jo Lary, '57 of West Scarboro Maine, secretary
treasurer of Pa nhellen ic
ssociation expressed to Vice President Eustis the hope
that " this gift may enable more students to share in the thrill of the intellectual.
social, and cultural experiences which our college makes possible to each of us."
Harry Umphrey
trustee Umphrey's leadershi p q ualities,
the Governor noted he has " an abi l ity
to project his interest to his fellow
man ; to project warmth to project
character, to project forcefulness and
to project persuasiveness to those about
h im. "
The d inner was closed with brief
remarks from the guest of honor.
"I
am overwhelmed and
greatly
thrilled . . . When I think of what this
fund may do in the life of many boys
and girls . . . I am deeply proud. "

Mrs. W i l l iam J. Black died on
�
February 29 at Cambridge, Massachu
setts. The widow of Dr. Black, pro
fessor of history and political economy
a t Colby from 1 895- 1 924, she was the
mother of Stanley R . B lack, 1 92 1 , I n
d ustrial Consultant, Boston.
Readers of the Alumnus w i l l
�
recall a tribute to Mildred Wood Per
k i n s in the summer issue a year ago.
Mrs. Perkins, widow of the late Pro
fessor Edward H. Perki ns, former
chairman of the department of geology,
was a beloved member of the college
community.
Her death on February
22 i s reported with great sorrow.
Director of the mimeograph office and
in charge of college supplies, " Perky "
and her family had been associated
with the college s ince 1 920. She left
behind a host of friends and a n unus
ual record of devoted service.
8

A SPARKLING CONCERT was provided by a 1 00 piece
11-Maine band at Wom
en's Union April 2 1 . This is the fifth year the Colby band has sponsored the
festival. Top musicians from six colleges and several high schools joined forces
with the Colby band to pro ide an outstanding musical attraction. Dr. Ermanno
Comparetti shared the conductor's baton with three students and with Presi
dent Bixler who d i rected the Stai·s and Stripes Forever w ith all the igor of a
command performance on inauguration day.
DR. Jo H N FI 1LEY WILLIAM o , founder and president of the Westminster
Choir College. Princeton, New Jersey, lectured and conducted at a n I n stitute on
Religious Music i n Lorimer Chapel, April 7 . Rel igious leaders, choir directors,
and choir members from throughout the state participated in the program aimed
at ' raising the level of trai n i ng and performance of music . . . particularly i n
rural churches." T h e Reverend Hilda Libby I ves, Colby 1 940 ( Hon . ) , of Port
land and the Reverend Herbert R . Houghton of Waterford were co-chairmen.
THE HATHAWAY FouNDATION, a charitable trust created by the C . F. Hatha
way Company, has established a full tuition ($800) scholarship.
Students
will be selected for the award by the Financial Aid Committee on the basis of
character, scholastic promise and need . Children of Hathaway employees are
to be given preference.
A DELIGHTFUL and scholarly lecture on the famous 1 9th century poet, Emily
Dickinson, was delivered March 7 by Gilbert H. Montague, a New York attor
ney who i s considered to be the outstanding living authority on her writings.
Summa cum laude graduate of Harvard, from which he also holds M.A. and
LL. B . degrees, Mr. Montague recently gave the University his collection of papers
and personal belongings of Emily Dicki nson.
AN INCREASE of $75 in college charges, effective next September, has been
voted by the board of trustees. This will bring tuition to $8-00. The college is
dropping a $25 general fee currently in effect. President B i xler states the new
revenue will be used to provide higher faculty salaries and needed additions to
the staff. Financial aid grants will be increased i n the same proportion as the
increase in charges.
MEMBERS of the Maine Psychological Association paid tribute to their retir
ing president, Professor Edward J. Colgan, at their annua l meeting, May 12 at
Colby. The date marked the sixth a n niversary of the occasion when members
of the American Psychological Association in Mai ne met at Professor Colgan's
invitation to form the present state group. " Eddie-Joe " retired last June as
chairman of the department of philosophy.
COLBY ALUM:SUS

INTELLECTUAL FEAST
Distinguished Speakers and Student
Response Make Convocation a Landmark

STAFF WRITER

Mary Handy of The
Monitor de
scribed the Convocation as " an intel
lectual feast." It certainly was and a
rich and very digestible one. The
Colby community jammed Women's
Union to hear seven speeches, the
Town Meeting of the Air broadcast,
and a panel, all devoted to re-discover
ing the individual.
It was a student affair in every sense.
They planned it; they were hosts to
the distinguished guests; and they car
ried the major share of ' behind-the
scenes ' operations.
Attendance, of
course, was vol untary. The turnout
was impressive. At no lecture were
there less than 700 students and at
several, such as Brand Blanshard's
opening address the afternoon lecture
Christian

Science

of poet Robert Penn Warren, and the
All-College Convocation at which in
dustrialist Clarence Randall spoke, the
auditorium was overflowing.
Miss Handy of the Monitor captured
the spirit of the Convocation. She
wrote, " Colby College has j ust thrown
itself whole-heartedly into a week of
intellectual excitement . . . Students, fac
ulty, and outstanding artistic and intel
lectual leaders who have come to the
campus for the occasion have been
feasting at an intellectual banquet.
" You could have found them gath
ered intently around painter Jack Le
vine while the young artist explained
why he paints as he does, or sitting
around a dinner table with Robert
H utchins, president of the Fund for the
Republic and former chancellor of the

Students were h osts to artist Jack
Levine and all other speakers.

University o f Chicago . . . These lead
ers have come to Colby to toss out ideas
a nd talk them over with students.
" Overtly they are discussing the
problem of being a n indi vidual in an
increasingly mass-minded civilization.
Actually they are stimulating faculty
and students a like in the main business
of any college, the excitement of learn
ing .
And they have been awarded
honorary degrees for their efforts.
" The students seem to be drinking
it all in eagerly . . . The Convocation
with its formal lectures, its informal
chats is part of a planned and well
thought-out long term program at
Colby. Amid the sagging intellectual
curiosity caused on many campuses by
the many problems involved in giving
college education to a growing popula
tion of young people, the Colby experi
ment is refreshing.
I t may l ight the
way for other small colleges. '
A blizzard ushered in the broadcast
which launched Convocation Week.
The storm stranded author Russell
K irk in Boston and necessitated the
assistance of a state trooper to speed
moderator Shepherd Witman to WaterRobert Maynard Hutchins, president of the Fund for the Republic.

An honorary doctor of letters
Pulitzer Prize author Robert P
Warren.
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ille. Mr. Kirk s absence was a disap
pointment but Colby reached into its
own resources to fill the gap. Dean
Marriner and Chaplain Osborne met
the challenge and along with President
Bixler faced a nation-wide microphone
with sureness and skill.
In a Wednesday morning address,
Dean David L. Thomson of McGill
disagreed with Professor Blanshard's
statement of the previous evening that
the scientist " has nothing at all to
say about values." Dean Thomson
retorted that " science insists on the
value - - the imp�rative necessity - - of
telling the truth, even where that truth
may be unpalatable."
One task of the l iberal arts college,
Mildred MacAfee Horton, widely
known as World War II director of

Informal Discussions
Contributed to Success

Hugh Ross
Issue of SPRING 1956

Dr. Hutch ins

Clarence Randall

11

the Waves, said " is to free people to
do and be something other than they
would have done and been without this
tra i n i ng. "
The deep sincerity of the talk by
Jack Levine and the unu sual presenta
tion by Robert Penn Warren were devi
ations from the expected.
Professor
Warren presented " thumb-nail por
traits " of i ndividuals he had inter
viewed in the Mississippi-Tennessee
area on ra ·c ia l integration.
Thursday evening Robert Hutchins
mer
warned that education of every
ican to the utmost of his capabilities is
vital to the modern blueprint
for survival.
" We are now equi pped for the first
time to erase humanity from the face
of the earth . . . If every man is to be a
ruler, every man must have a ruler's
education."
Clarence Randall closed the Convo
cation on a forceful note.
"Nothing can replace the function
of the l iberal arts in the l i fe of a n indi
vidual when expressed in terms of estab
lishi ng a scale of values " the former
chairman of the board of I nland Steel
Company declared.
" A
liberal arts
education brings to the young man
and the young woma n a n understand
ing of their responsibility to the com
munity of which they are to become a
part. . . I have the deep conviction
that the future of our country lies with
colleges l ike Colby."

Questioners peppered the panel.
Clm·ence Randall's endorsement of the liberal arts was spellbinding.
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The Faculty
ROMOTIO. s announced at the spring
P. meeting of the board of trustees

_

were :
To professor of econom ics, Robert
W. Pullen, a cum laude graduate of
Colby in 1941 who received his Ph.D.
from M .l .T. in 1 949 and taught at that
institution until his appointment to
Colby in 1945.
To associate professor in sociology,
Kingsley Birge who graduated cum
laude from Dartmouth in 1938 and re
ceived his Ph.D. from Yale in 1945.
He has been at Colby since 1946.
To associate professor in modern lan
guages, Archill� Biron, a member of the
faculty since 1950, who has done grad
uate work at Clark University, the
University of Paris, and Middlebury.
To associate professor of bibliogra
phy, Miss Florence Elizabeth Libbey
Colby 1929. Miss Libbey received her
B.S. in library science from Columbia
in 1930 and from 1942-45 was l ibrarian
at Farmington State Teachers College.
She had previously served, 1 930-42, as
director of library extension for the
Maine State Library.
To associate professor of physical
education, Lee Williams, director of
intercollegiate athletics and varsity bas
ketball coach. He is a graduate of
Cortland ( N. Y.) State Teachers Col
lege and holds an M.A. from Columbia.
To assistant professor of physical edu
cation, John Winkin, varsity baseball
coach and coach of freshman football
and basketball. A graduate of Duke,
he earned his M.A. at Columbia.

DE

AN

ER EST C. MARRI ER is a member of the committee of three
appointed from the State Board of
Education, to sift applicants and to
recommend a successor to Dr. Herbert
Espy who has resigned as Maine's
Commissioner of Education.
Baird Whitlock, assistant professor
of humanities, has accepted appoint
ment as assistant professor of music at
Case Institute of Technology, Cleve
land, Ohio. He will direct the glee
club and be in charge of all music on
campus as well as teach courses.
Director of Athletics Lee Williams
spoke at the Aroostook Broadcasting
System Scholastic Fund banquet at
Presque Isle and at the Solon H igh
Issue of S PRING 1956

School . a thletic banquet, both in March,
and the same month attended con
ferences of the New England Basketball
Coaches Association and the National
Basketball Association.
Professor E. Parker Johnson has an
article scheduled to appear i n print
this spring on work which he per
formed in an Office of Naval Research
project at the psychology laboratories
of Brown University, collaborating
with Dr. N. R. Bartlett of Hobart Col
lege.

p
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P H I L I P OsBERG is working
under grants from the Geological
Society of America. His study on the
stratigraphy, structure and metamor
phism of the Green Mountains in Ver
mont and the Sutton Mountains i n
Quebec will be published in the Geo
logical Society Bulletin . . . Professor
Robert Pullen attended the Central
Banking Seminar, sponsored by the
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston.
Dean of Women Pauline Tompkins
has spoken recently before the Current
Events Club in Hallowell ; at the All
Maine Women's banquet, the Univer
sity of Maine ; and the Zonta Club of
Waterville. She was chairman of a
discussion on " Exceptions for the
Exceptional " at the Cincinnati con
vention of the National Association of
Deans of Women in March.
G R A N T of $ 1 9,000 from
the U. S. Public Health Service
has been awarded to Melvin Spiegel,
assistan t professor of biology. He will
conduct research in embryology and
immunology, combining the work with
his regular teaching program at the
college . . . The chairman of the chem
istry department, Dr. Evans Reid, has
been awarded a Frederick Gardner
Cottrell Grant of $ 1 300 for research on
the synthetic compounds which are re
lated to plant hormones.
An article on ways in which the
American overseas soldier of World
V..,' ar II affected U. S. culture is being
prepared by David G. Bridgman, in
structor in history . . . " Ethics and the
Social Science, ' written by Professor
John A. Clark, has been accepted for
publication in The Philosophical
9uarterly. Both Profec;sor Clark and
Professor Richard Gilman will be
leaders in a " workshop " on Religion
in College Teaching which will be
conducted this June at Ohio Wesleyan
University under the auspices of the
National Council on Religion in Higher
Education.

A
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Professor of Classics

p RoFEssoR

Archibald William Allen
of Yale University will head Col
by's program in classics beginning next
fall. Professor Allen received his A.B.
from Stanford ( 1930) ; his A.M. from
the University of California (1931 ) 
and his Ph.D. from Stanford i n 1940.
He also studied at Berlin and Cologne
Universities.
He taught at Carleton College and
at the University of Michigan prior to
joining the faculty at Yale in 1947.
Dr. Allen is author of several articles
in scholarly journals and collaborated
in writing Select Problems in Western
Civilization : The Individual and the
State in the Western Tradition, 1956

New York, Henry Holt.
C. G I L MA , assistant professor of philosophy, has been ap
pointed executive director of the Na
tion:il Council on Religion in Higher
Education. A member of the Colby
faculty for the past six y<>a.rs Professor
Gilman is a Dartmouth College gradu
ate (1944 ) and received his Ph. D.
from Boston Uni ersity. He will as
sume his new post July 1.
The article " Jewett, Tarkington
and the Maine Line ' written by Pro
fessor Richard Cary for the February
Colby Library Quarterly, received com
mendations from Alexa nder D. Wain
wright, unofficial curator of the Booth
Tarkington Papers at Princeton as well
as from Mrs. Tarkington.
Professors Paul Machemer and Den
ton Crocker were the planning com
mittee for the annual State Science
Fair held at Colby, April 7.

R
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BRITISH Minister of Education, H. A. L.
Fisher, reported after a transatlantic v isit that America was
a land of many churches and one creed : all Americans
believed in education.
In this he was surely right. I
suppose that no other people on record has had anything
l ike so many schools, so many students, so many colleges
and universities, so much money to support them, so
u niversal an interest in getting what schools have to give.
Since I a m talking about quantity and quality in our edu
cation, it may be well to begin by getting some of the
q ua ntitative facts before us.
There are about 1 900 colleges and universities i n the
U nited States. One hundred sixty more of them came into
being i n a single recent decade. In Great Britain there are
about 85,000 college or univErsity students, i n the United
States about 2 Yz million, that is, about 10 ti mes as many
even i n proportion to population ; the state of I l l i nois has
about twice as many college students as Great B ritain, and
the state of New York, three times as many. And the
n umber of students is rising at a portentous rate. Although
our population has swelled in the last century like a rising
tide, our college population has risen about 3 5 times as fast.
The college degrees we have conferred i n some recent
years have exceeded 4.00,000 annually. In 1 930, 1 2% of
our 1 8 year olds were enrolled i n colleges; in 1 940, 1 8% ;
at present t h e figure is about 3 0 % . In the decade 1 94 1 -5 1 ,
our college population increased 7 8 % ; i n the 1 960's i t is
expected to be about double what i t is now.

The first of two artic les
devoted to the address open ing
the 1 956 Con vocation
by Brand BLANSHARD

QUANTITY

AND QUALITY

It is not merely by the masses of students that our be
l ief in education is attested, but also by the massed wealth
that pours into our educational coffers. America n s have

acquired a habit that, so far as I know, is theirs uniquely,
of grateful and persistent giving to the colleges that nu rsed
them. It would be impossible for the Sorbonne or Heidel
berg or Oxford or Cambridge to maintain itself without
government subsidy ; in this country the oldest and most
distinguished of our universities have received their hun
dreds of millions of endowment almost wholly from
private givers.
Within the past few years this habit of
generosity has taken a new turn. Through the appeals
of statesmanlike men of business, such as Alfred P. Sloan,
the world 0£ ind ustry has been awakened to the needs of
education · and to the mere professor, operating on h is
slender budget, the response of American business has
been breath-taking. The imaginative gifts of Du Pont,
the General Electric Co., and
man y
others have
been recently capped by a donation from Ford of
half a billion dollars in a single stupendous package.
Along with these comes the promise of a similar flood
from the cornucopia of government; the President has
recently approved a gra n t to education of over a billion
dollars. What would the culture of the West have been
l ike, one wonders, if this habit of munificence had been
established earlier ?
You may recall that in 1 728 that
great philosopher and human being, George Berkeley,
set out on a voyage to the new world to establish " a col
lege for the spread of religion and learning i n America. "
For this enterprise Parliament had voted him 20,000
pounds. For some three years he waited hopefully in a
Rhode I sland farmhouse for the money to arrive.
It
never came. On second thought, Parliament considered
the sum too great to be approved.
A n enterprise that
would have affected the course of American education
for centuries was abandoned for want of an amount that
would hardly run the present Yale or Harvard for a week.
We l ive in better days. Wherever the traveller goes in
America, the evidences of public care for education strikes
his eye.
How often, i n driving across the plains, one
passes through some little Gopher Prairie of a town where
the wooden houses are ramshackle, the stores shabby, and
the filling-stations too many and too loud, only to find
that, after all, the town has one impressive modern edifice,
which turns out to be its public high school. And edu
cation, as conceived by our schools and colleges, is not, as
in Europe, for the mind only, but also the body . Our
young men, disciplined i n well equipped gymnasiums, and
trained to speed and sportsmanship o n the diamond and
in stadia of Roman proportions , have so far won the
Olympic games with monotonous regularity. Our young
women , to take but one item, have not once lost the
Wightman Cup i n tennis in twenty-five years. The idea
of mens sana in corpore sano, originated by the Greeks,
was inherited by the English, and from the English by
the America n s ; j udging by the physical fitness of our
young people, there is ground for thinking that our
country has bettered its instruction.

IN AMERICAN EDUCATION
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"HAVE MAS S PRESSURES INVADED T H E CAMPU S?"
Tonight ' s TCMN MEET ING originates from the Mayflower Hill cami:us
ANNOUNCER :
of Colby College , Waterville , Maine .
Chartered in 1813, Colby is one of the nation ' s
oldest co-edu cat ional colleges of liberal art s -- lo cated on a magnificent 7 50 acre
new campus w here 22 buildings have been ere cted since 1942 .
"A Venture of Faith" is the phrase the late Franklin J . Johnson, Colby ' s
pre sident -emeritu s , cho se to de s cribe this move to a new site .
The venture caught
the ima gination of thousands w ho contribu ted,

and who are contributing, funds , t ime ,

and talent t o enable C olby t o complete it s new plant .
Under the di re ction of Pres ident
J . Seelye Bixler, the beautiful buildings have bee n matched w ith an educational program of stature and significance .
.
In the se and othe r offerings , O:>lby w orks w ith an ene rgetic Wate rville com
munity to which it is bound by decades of clo s e cooperatio n .
Often referred to as
the " industrial and cultural heart of Maine , " Waterville is not only the home of Ciolby1
it is the home of such nationally know n concerns as Hathaway Shirt , S c ott Paper, Keyes
Fibre and Wyandotte Worsted .
Now to preside as moderator of our dis cu s s ion, here is Shepherd L. Witman,
Dire cto r of Re sidential Seminars on World Affairs .
Dr . Witman !
TGlN MEETING opens the 1956 C olby College Academic O:>nvo cations
DR . W ITMAN :
on the theme "The Re-dis covery of the Individual " and which, during the coming week,

will bring to the Mayflow e r Hill campus many notables - - Clarence Randall, Robert
Horton and others .
This is a
Maynard Hut chin s , Robert Penn Warren, Mildred M�f"ee

very auspicious o ccas ion for us , and we are delighted to start this pro gram and w ish
you well on the rest of the week ' s program.
I have known that the re are many fine people in the state of Maine for a long

t ime , but today I had an o cc a s ion to test it in reality.
I was s tranded in two dif
ferent cities as a result of the blizz ard that has been sweeping this part of . the coun
try and finally wa s re s cued out of Portland by a number of fine people and there were
many othe r pe ople who made it po s s ible for me to ·be re s cued am to be here .
I am
awfully sorry to report , howeve r , that Ru s se ll Kirk didn ' t have a s good luck as I had
and he had to turn back half way to this program, so we ' re not going to have Mr . Kirk
w ith u s , but we have two ve ry able substitutes to tackle this sub j e ct and I ' ll tell
you w ho they are shortly.
This is a ve ry important topic that we are talking about tonight, because it
It involves the us efulnes s of our colle ges -- the
involves education. �f our youth.
ve ry vitality of the college -- the very way it is able to function e ffe ctively -- the
w ay in which the future of our country is going to be shaped out of the intellectual
life which the colleges themselves nurture and develop .
Many, many peo ple are con
You may have not i ced ye sterday
cerned, in fa ct , about the way the colleges are run.
that the newspapers carried considerable a ccount s of the act ion of the American Assoc
iat ion of University Profes sors which censored six colleges and universitie s in this
country for pra ct i ces they do not approve .
I w onde r if the se censors w ere sound -
we w onder what the practices w e re - - we wonder how we fee l about su ch things .
In any
ca se , we have a vital sub ject and let ' s get into it . We ' re going to have sch of our
s peakers firs t of all pre s e nt the i r views and we '11 hear first from Dr . J . S . Bixle r .
Dr . Bixle r is the Pre s ide nt of Colby College .
He left a profes sorship in
Theology at the Harvard Divinity School in 1942 to ac cept his pre sent post .
D r . Bixle r
is a t rus tee of Amherst C.Ollege w here he did his undergraduate work ; of Radcliffe
College (where he did not do his undergraduate work ) and until very recently, the
Among the books whi ch he has writte n are
International College of Be irut in Syria .
"Religion for Free Minds , " and "Conversations w ith an Unrepentant Liberal . " Dr . BixlerJ

Mr . Chairman:, I judge that you are re serving the privilege of in
DR . BIXLER :
troduc ing our guests for your self.
I won ' t name them as obvi ously you would like to
T h e "Town Meeting Bulletin" ts publi11hed weekly b y T h e Town Hall, Inc.
T h e text l s
compiled from a recording o f the actual broadcast a n d t h e publisher l a n o t responsible for the
etatemeuta of the speakers.
Subscription rates : $ 5 . 0 0 per year ; six months, $ 3 . 0 0 . Single
copies, 2 6 ¢ . Quantity rates on request. Address :
"Town Meeting Bulletin, " · New York 36,
New York.
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name them, - but I s imply w a nt to say that w e wel come them very heartily and we thank
them f or their w illingnes s to step in at the last minute and take part in our pro gram.
And I should like to say also that we gre atly regret the inability of Mr. Ki rk to be
he �e .
Pos s ibly in s ome s now bank in Greate r Boston he can he ar I'fiY w ords as I am speak
ing now , and I would like to convey to him over the airwaves our extreme re gret that
he i s not here and our hope that he may be w ith us on the campu s at some future time .
Apparently, thi s e ve ning , it ' s mass atmospperic pres sures - - rathe r than ma ss pre s 
sure s of publi c opinion - - that are invading the campus and
tent , w ith our life here .
Of cours e , these pressures are a
control than the publi c pres su res that we a re going to talk
hope i s that the colle ges will have something t o say and t o
pres sures , and that they can be effe ctive in the right w ay.

i nterfering , to some ex
little more difficult to
about thi s evening .
CM r
d o about these public

I think that ma s s pres sures always invade the campu s in the s e nse that life on
the campus is always affe cted by w hat the general public thinks and feels .
It seems
to me that the chief pre s su re comes from the difficulty the public has in unde rstand
ing w hat the college arrl, in particular , the college of libe ral arts , is trying to do .

Ask a colle ge graduat e w hat he re ally got out o f ·his educat ion and he w ill often find
A sk a student why he cho se a college of libe ral art s and he w ill no t
it hard to reply .
nece s s arily have � clear answe r .
He has a vague feeling thit a d-iploma will br ing a
higher salary along w ith social pre st ige , but he is not apt to have any a ctual con
ception of what the s tudy of hi story, literature and s cience s hould me an in the w ay of
broadening his mental hori zons and deepening his emotional life .
What we do not understand we tend to distrust am even to fear . Americans dis
trus t the intell�ctual .
They call him "b ra in truster " or "egghead . it
To a great many
people it was sa id re cently the word " s cholar '' is { i tself) a sort of cus s word .
An
adverti ser seeks endorsement for his product from one w ho can hum or croon or blow the
trumpet or s lide safe ly to se cond -- ne ve r from one noted fo r his ability to w rite and
think .
The pity of it is that this negative attitude carr ies over into student life .
If the end s and aims of study are not clearly understoo d outs ide the campus , the
student finds it th at much mo re difficult to see for himself what his college work
Too often, the regretful senior exclaims :
means and to enter into it w ith ·enthusia sm .
•1 didn ' t realize -- I only wish I had started sooner . "
Even in the ca se of the one branch of h igher learning of which the publi c
thorou ghly appro ves , that is , techni cal training , I am inclµied to belie ve that what
we find is not so much real ins ight into the problem as an unthinking eagerne s s for
.
Professor Rab i , t he _ d ist inguished Columbia plJYs i cist po ints out
immed iate re sults .
"The gre at drive now
that s cientists themselves are be ing t re ated like commodities .
going on , " he s ays , "to increase the number of scient ist s and engineers takes on the
appearance of sto ckpiling of tungsten anci" copper . " We are more influencai by our fear
of Ru ss ia , he belie -ve s , than by a real concern for the vitality of our s cient ific
In other word s , mas s pre ssures seem always to be exerted for the useful s kills
work .
that are needed right away, ins te ad of the independent thinking so important in the

er

long ru.n .
A few
Finally, ma s s pre ssures be come pa infully acute in t imes of hysteria .
years ago we saw what happens when teache rs • oaths are impo sed, text books examined
At such times , teachers and stu
and publi c utterances w at ched for s igns of he resy.
stay on the safe s ide and keep
to
dents alike begin to feel that it is just as well
onstantly
c
by
as serting and explaining the
only
It is
away from controver sial topics .
hope
can
s
college
our
that
to ma intain what Eins te in
right s and duties of the free mind
"
.
once ca lled, " the holy curios ity of inquiry
DR . WITMAN : Thank you ve ry mu ch , Dr . Bixler . And now , Dean Ernest c. Marrine r,
Dr . Marriner has been on its staff
who is Dean or the fa culty rand a graduate of Colby.
on Conmon Things , " has been a
Talks
tle
His radio program, "Lit
for over thirty years .
author of the book,
is
he
aIXi
,
popular feature of Station WT VL for � ight years
Dean Marrine r is also a membe r of t he State Bo ard of Education .
"Kennebec Ye sterdays ·. "

We ' re delighted that you were able to come in w ith us , Dean Marrine r, and we cer
tainly appreciate your helping us in the absence of Dr . JOirk . Dean Marriner l
DEA N MARRINER : I would like to say just a few words about a kind of pres sure
that I am sure is not intentional . Nobody means to bring this pressure on any college
campus , but for that ve ry reason, for its subtlety, it is perhaps very dangerous . It
is the pres sure for mediocrity. ()le of the speakers in our convo cation next week w ill
be Dr . Robert Maynard Hutchins who was, for a long time, the pre s ident and then
chancellor of the University of Chi cago, and is pe rhaps the s to rmy petrel of American
education . D r . Hut chins very recently referred to this particular }tind�- of· pressure
in these words t He said he saw coming cu stodial institutions for delayed adolescert.._ ,
staffed by adole s cent s itters called professors . Now I don •t share at all that extreme
view, but the very extremity of the w ord shows there is s omething for us to be watching
into and res istance to this pre ssure of levelling down, in our quality, is a real pre
sure upon us . It comes because of a difficulty that we face . It can pe rhaps be put
in these words : How can we at the same time have in highe r education quality and
e quality, because in this nation we are conmitted to the doct rine and the principle
o r equality in education . And we mean by that the equality of opportunity for every
individual, regardle ss of race or color or creed, to have the nece ssary freedom to be
challenged and guided toward the maximum fulfillment of his own unique abilities .
Now we ' re facing, very sha rply , this tremendous pres sure of numbe rs upon all
our American education. And as we are· facing it in this problem that we have of
quality and how can we keep up the quality and at the same time equality, I am re
minded of a · very fine addres s I heard a number of years ago on the " Herald Tribune
Forum." - an add re ss that clo se_d the forum by Walter Lippman, in which M r . Lippman
took as his title arxi topic, "One World of Diversity, " and that world of diversity
must be in our colleges -- different kinds of higher institutions to keep up, each · in
its own way, a quality that gives us equality.
Thank you very much, Dean Marriner . Our third he r.oi c pinch
DR . WITMAN t
hitte r, to who m we are als o greatly indebted in the absence of Dr . Kirk , is Dr. Clifforr
H. Osborne . A forme r pa stor of the Method ist Church, Dr . Osb orne has been Chaplain a nd
Associate Professor of Religion right here at C.Olby College for the past s ix year s .
He is a graduate of the Univer sity of London and is author of the book, "The Religion
of John Burrow s . h Dr . Osborne l
DR . OSHENE : Mr. Moderato r, there is another kind of pres sure which ties in
with the term u sed by Dean Marriner just now , and that term is " c reed . " I have in
mind the pres sure which is not gene rally thought of, but which is being felt increas
ingly on many campuses a cros s the c ount ry, and that i s religiou s pressure , more
particularly, denominational pressure . Chapels are be ing ere cted -- religious founda 
tions are be ing started o n the edges o f campus - - organizat ions are spr inging u p on
many a campus -- a s they have never done befo re , in an effort from the po int of view
of denominatioril to, shall we s ay, " indo ctrine " the students who happen to be in a
.
particular location.
It may seem to be quite
On the face of it , this may not s eem to be a pre ssu re .
harmles s , but I have some questions to ask about this which I find rather disturb ing .
We d o not always re alize that a campus repres ents not s :iJnply a set o f classrooms , a
group of classes , but it is a life -- a life lived together -- a life shared whe re co
operative a ctivitie s are undertaken -- where conversation s hould go on back and forth,
not only between faculty and student s , but also among student s themselves , and the
conversatio�, u sing that in its widest sense , not only about a cad emic mat ters but
about all matter s , about the mo s t serious matters in life . About s piritual matters,
in other words .
Now , with the se increasing press ures from the po int of denominations , each t�ying t o take students for so much time for study, for discussion, f or ·re creation and
for worship, the tendency is to s plinte r the campus at the spiritual level . The
spiritual le vel is impo rtant because it may be a bad level that the campus it self can
-
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exe rt pres sure against the out side pres sures . It may be at the spiritual level that
s omething s�gnificant can be s aid .a bout these mas s pressure s w hich come to us from
the outside .
The point I w ant to make , in short , is this : That with this s ituation, what
should be a univers ity -- a spiritual univer s ity -- may turn out finally to be a
spiritual multivers ity, and that I would deeply regret .
DR . WITMA N : Thank you very much, D r . Osborne . Now , gentlemen, you have e ach
given u s a very clearly defined point of view and I don ' t need to restate that as an
e s s ence you . have made a v&ry clear pres entation, each of you, and each of you have
pre sented s omething diffe rent . Let ' s take our usual few minutes to s ee what you have
to say about each other � s comments . S hall we start back again with Dr . Bixler?
DR . BIXLER t
Mr . Moderator, I couldn ' t a gree w ith anything more than I agree
w ith D r . Osborne • s statement , made just now . I think we live at a t ime whe n we see
on all sides a rising tide of denominationalism, of sectarianism . -: I think that we s ee
d ivisivene ss , conflict, strife in national life arxl, alas , in religious life where , of
.a ll places , it should not o ccur . It seems to me that college is exactly the place
where it is po s sible for us and right for us and appropriate for us to as sert our
unity -- to com.e together as children of a coDlllo n fathe r -- am to as sert the common
nature of our asp�rat ions . And I think that whatever is right and good in denomi
national life is not ha rmed by having the college insist upon . this particula r quality
in its religious work . As t o what Dean Marriner sa id , I shoulq like to make one com
ment along these lines . I think the problem that he raises is one of the s erious
problems that colle ges fa ce , particuiarly as we see what has been called "the bulge
in the populat ion" and know that college enrollments are going to be greatly increased .
We know that the problem of the gifted student,· both in school and in colle ge , is a
very serious one and as our colleges expand, this problem of the gifted student w ill
be more and more serious . But it is one of tho se problems , I think, which can not be
solved simply . We are not going to solve it, for example, by saying that we 1 ll just
take the student w ith high standing , w ith high s cores . If you ask me why not, I ' d
find i t very difficult t o reply but I w ould say that a s I have observed certain edu
cational institutions which have t ried to solve it that way, I think that their
methods have not met with su ccess . I ' d als o say this -- you take a college like Colby
and I would hate to have the time arrive when the boy or girl whom we call, for want
of a better name , the "average " b oy or girl could not find admission. One reason is 1
when a boy or girl comes to college you don ' t know surely what his ability is ; you
don ' t know what kind or stimuli are going to be brought to bear on him; you don ' t know
what his responsivenes s is going to be . So many are , to us e the coJ11110 n term, " late
bloomers , " and as one probations offi cer said , "Ye s , s ome of them are century plants . "
Nevertheles s, in that remark there is a great truth and we carmot dis regard the tact
that in planning ror the admission policies of our colleges we have. got to make pro
vision for the best kind or edu cation for the boy of average ability .
I would like to make just a comment about t hos e eggheads that
DEAN MARRINER :
Pres ident BiXier spoke of . If the world or busines s , industry, politics feels that
way -- and it certainly has felt that way -- about the men who preside in college cl.ass
rp oms , the fellows in the college classroans , in my opinion, are very largely at fault .
The ivory tower tradition has pretty mu·ch made that conclusi'Ve in the minds of people
who look upon the colleges , that the fellow who does work w ith his mind can 't poss ibly
be interes ted or he c an • t even.. learn bow to meet a payroll or do the things that in
dustry and business are exp4ltcted to be concerned with . But on the other hand, I try
to remember that while Robert Browning wrote that very significant poem, "The Gram
marian • s Fune ral, " extolling the life ot the esoteric s cholar , what w e wrote about
was , after all , a funeral and I don ' t want to see the funeral come to higher education in Ameri ca be cause it is divorced from the market place and the forua and I
hope that we shall somehow , in these colling years , be able to do e ven aore than ve ' w
done , and we ' ve done a great deal, to narrow the gap between the man who trains the
mind and the man who minds the train .
·
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DR . WITMAN: We • re o n the campus o f Colby College whe r e we are dis cus s ing this
important que stion of mass pre s sures on the campus . We have said so far -- and this
is a tremendous overs implification, tha t one of the pressures is a public miswider
standing of the aims and objectives of the college and what they should properly be ;

and one is the pre ssure for medio crity; and that one is the pre ssure of denominational
fragmentation, which is appearing more and more on the campus .
These were t he points
of view take n by the

speakers in their original presentatio n .

have answered and spoken to this and we
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Two of our spe akers

hear from from Dr. Os obrne .

Dr.

Osborne ,

do ypu w a nt to connne nt before I fire another que stion at all three of you?
DR . OSBORNE : Just an anecdote, Hr . Mod�rato r. I remember re ading how the late ,
g reat Archbi shop· Temple of England was talking to his father, w ho was als o the Arch
b i shop of Canterbury when he was a young fellow , and he asked his fathe r, "Father, why
is it that the philos phers do not rule the world ? "
And his father replied, ''l'hey ·do,
s illy" - - I suppose if he had been an .American he would have us ed another epithet
but he . said , "T hey do, silly, about fifty years after they are de ad . "
There is a
t ruth there which I think we should not overlo ok .
People do unquest ionably inhabit
ivory towers .
Neverthele s s , the ivory turns out to be transparent after a while , it

seems to crumble away and the ideas whi ch are generated in those iTory towers can be
ve ry potent indeed, as we , ourselve s , have seen .
And I think that ideas may ne ed
And so ,
ivo ry towers s ometime s , to be brooded upon, and to come to sane fru ition .
very briefly, I am going to say t he r e is a place fo r the ivory towe r .
out ,

It can turn

I think, to be very influential in the long run.
DR . · WITMAN : Dr. Osborne, I think you have start e d to answe r one of the very
important neXt questions fo r u s to consider, and that is , how can the college meet

the s e pre ssures ?
I think we have to turn this d is cuss io n now to an analysis of what
can be done on the campus to battle the pre ssures which we have been analyzing and
suggesting so far exist .

You have sugges ted in one e lement of this that the pre se rva

t ion of t he concept of the ivory tower in its best sense should be maintained on the
Let me further ask you what is the role of the fa culty in othe r aspe cts ? What
campus .

should t he fa culty do to preserve the se curity of the campu s against mas s pressures ?
·
I don ' t t hink you can make any hard and fast rules for fa culty mem
DR . BIXLER :
I think that some should do the type of work whi ch keeps them pretty w ell im
bers .
I think that they are frequently serving the
mersed in the library, the laboratory.
be st aims of society by doing exactly that.
I think that others may tend to become
aloof from these :mass pressures and the a ctual concerns of s ociety if they remain t oo
cloistered and s e cluded so, as I say, I think that faculty members are individualists

and should be and I think that their work is different in d ifferent fie lds .

think that the institution, as such, has a real responsibility.
use our college

as

DR . WITMAN :

an illustration?
Ple ase do -- yes .

I

do

Is it all right to

DR. BIXLER: At Colby, for example , we are making a good deal of adult edu
cation cour ses , extens ion courses in the evening, we have a large number of s wnme r
institutes , a nd we h a ve devised plans for bringing people from othe r walks of life t o

giving them the kirri o f instruction that they are interested in . I t
i s pe rfe ctly true that mu ch of the time this is techni cal and vocational ins truction,
but not a ll the time by any means , and freque ntly in the technical courses themselves
we are able to inject an element drawn from the liberal arts .
I ' m sure that that is
an obligation of our higher education institutions these days .
Mr . Chairman, in connection with the que stion you asked, I ' d
DEAN MA.RR INER t
the c ampus and

ju st like to put a Dlicrophone in that ivo ry tow e r of Dr . Osborne ' s be caus e I realize
that the ideas must be mulled over for some t ime past an individual, but there ' comes
a point when we owe it - we in the academic profe s sion -- owe it to the public to try
to make tliem understand w hat we mean by the life of the mini and how that can impinge
and the marke� place -- that we do not let it
upon what I formerly ca lled the forum

be come the eeoteric thing les t , after all,

-

that ivory doe s not crumble away but becomes

6-

s ome kind of a foss il .

We •re called fo ssils, you know , ve ry mu ch . Ve tea ch in the
colle ge s but we don ' t like to hav� that implied about the w hole educational system
of Alle r ica .
DR . WITMAN :
I think, D e an Marriner , you are moving us int o an area· in which
there a re s ome very pra ctical and immed iate que stions in the minds of a g ood l1l8J\Y
faculty _ people · -- practi cal que stions in the minds of a good many people out sid e the
campus -- and let me d raw to the at tention of all three of you this very spe cif ic
Ye ste rday the Ame rican A s s ociation of University Pr o fe s so rs censored s ix,
proolem .
I belie ve it was , colle ges and univer s ities in the country and here I am now reading
from the d i spat ch in the ''New York Time s " of this mo rning, in w hi ch it s ays as fo llow s 1
" In e a ch cas e , the inst itut ion w as charged w ith d ismiss ing faculty member s who had
invoked the Fifth Amendment befo re Congress ional commit t e e s , - had refus ed to cooperate
w ith the committee s , or had refused to t ake loyalty oaths . "
Now , w ere these me n, in
your judgment , fa iling to meet res ponsibility as faculty members ? .Were they f ail ing
to o cc upy the appropriate and proper role of the fa culty in the de velopment o f the
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kind of campu s you gentlemen have been talking about in the last few mi.mites ?
I think that anyone who come s to me and says , "Would you dismiss
DR . BIXLER :
a profe ssor w ho appealed to the Fifth Amendment or refused to sign a loyalty oath? "
is doing exactly what the se mas s pre ssures do w�en they are at their worst .
I think
n
o
t
do
this ,
he is pointing a pistol at my be ad and s aying , "Would you or would you
and give me an abs olute and general rule . " And I think that the e s sence o f our life
in a cademic communities w ith the freedom that we mu st have if the a cademic community
is to thrive requires that we do not set up general rule s w hich are suppos ed to apply
to all �a ses w ithout examination of the part iculars involved, so I am in sympat}lyw ith
the remarks that . I believe Senator T aft made some years ago , when he said these mat
te rs s hould be left to the di s cretion of the inst itution -- they should not be deter
They s hould be left to the dis
mined by general rule s or by a demand from outside .

cretion of the inst itutions be caus e the inst itution is in a pos it ion to inquirft about
the particulars , to seek out the facts , and to make a judicial de c ision on that basis .
DEAN MARRINER : Mr . Chairman, the sentence that you read from the newspaper
report w ant s to gather tho se various co lle ges and those variou s cases in a single
Now , the j ournal of the Assoc iat ion of Ame r i can Univers ity Professors , in
sentence .
its current is sue , contains many, many pages de vo ted to those spe cifi c cases and what
would be the commit te e ' s report -- and tho se cases are just a s diffe r ent , one troa
another , as one could po ss ibly imagine and still bring them under that salll! se nt e nce .
So I want to agree emphatically w ith what Dr . Bixler has said , that e a c h case must be
fa ced on its own me rits and ought to be faced by the institutions conce rD&d •�
I gathe r that both of you gentlemen feel that failure to testity,
DR . WITMAN :
under s eeking de?ense under the Fifth Amendment or invoking the Fifth Amerximent doe s
I s that correct ?
not , in itself , c onstitute cau se for dismis sal, but t ha t i t may.
Well, I gues s that • s clear and pre cise . We may not agree with it, but it certainly
Do you wan� to talk to that , D r .
How about the loyalty oath?
is cle ar· and pre cis e .

Osb orne ?

Yes , I think that the loyalty oath or refusal to take the
DR . OSBO RNE :
fo r dismissa l .
I do feel that
loyalty oath should not be gr ound s diemed sufficient
al
should
individu
be e ya lu a t ed
ch
e ve ry case should be taken on its me rits -- that ea
.
n
There
a
fore , I
citize
as
on all aspects o f his life on campu s and also his life
could not go along on that .
I want to mo ve on . We have to move on because there are a great
DR . WITMAN :
many que stions from the floor, t oo , but I want to ask a ques tion be fore w e get to
I have re cently been reading, and I think all of us have heard for s ome time,
that .
How do you
that part o f the American univers ity i s to each the Ame ri can way of life .
the
way
teach
life., . and
American
of
should
Do you think the college
feel about that?
how ?

I feel about that the same way I feel about the question s o often
JR . BIXLER :
Now , what does the que sti on me an? When a
put to me - - do you teach iood citizenship?
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per son asks me that I always look at him and say to myself, 'Wha t do you me an by good
Probably, a s you should, you mean voting the straight Republican t icket .
citizen ship ? ''
That ' s one perfe ctly good definition, but it isn ' t the only definition of what good
I think the job of the college is to teach its students to be in
citizenship means .

tell igent citizens , w ith the idea that they will be better cit izens by be ing intelli
I feel very much the s ame way about teaching the
gent than they could be othe rw ise .
American way of life .

I think if we t e a ch a student to choose far hi.lls elf w hat the

be st w ay of life is , he w ill naturally choo se the American w ay of lite .
I s there any fa culty disagreement w ith t hat point of view?
No ,
DR . WITMAN 1
they both say no .
Then, let • s come to the ques �ion which came from our listening
audience .
This w eek 1 s winner of the American Peoples Encylcopedia is Mr . Francis
Mollet of Omaha, Nebraska, who submitted this question :
" Is it de s irable that the
campu s be completely insulated from mass pres sures ? "

To be insulated f rom ma s s pres sures means to be
Ab solutely not l
DR . B I XLER :
ignorant of them.
There is a very gre a t difference between be ing insulated from the
pres sure and being independent in one 1 s j udgment about it . We want independence o f
judgment, b u t that certainly does not me a n insulation .

I t means t ha t w e w ant t o know

all about the mass pressures and if they are bad , we want to be in a po s ition to com
bat them.
We bel ie ve that the fre e , rat ional mind can combat pressures whi ch are bad
and can contribute to pres sures which are go od ,

w ha t w e are afte r .

so not insulat ion but independence is

I should like to say that that is an ivory tower I do not be
DR . OSBORNE :
lieve in at all.
The campus can learn a great deal from ma ss pres sures .
It can

unde rstand how the citizens of a country are thinking .

I think it has . just as llllC h

to learn and I think that, on the o ther hand, those w ho are involved in mass pressures
would have a great deal to learn from the campus if t he traffic w ere tw o-way.
M;y
answer , therefo re , is definitely no insulation or isolation.
DEAN MARRINERt I am wondering just what the questioner meant there . If he
me ant is olation by insulation or whether he meant s anething els e .

If he meant by

" insulation" a protection through various methods by whi ch the college and the uni

versity shall not be overthrown in independence , that is , the current shall not be
able to reach from the mass pressures be caus e if he means that, I think that kind of
insulation is jus tified .

I can tw ist this que st ion slightly by pointing out that you are
DR . WITMAN :
not going to be insulated from a ma ss pressure as I look down here in the audience .
Let ' s take the first one ri ght he re .
We bette r get going on our audience que stions .
Dr . Bixler, what is your evaluation of the trend to abolish
QUESTi cm:R :
se cret s o cietie s on college cam?J. ses , su ch a s fraternities and sororitie s ? This is a
qu e stion that we collaborated on and I don ' t w ant to take full credit .
.
DR . BillER : You may be sure I did not do any collaborating on that question.
I was w ondering whether something was fixed there .
m. WITMAN :
DR . B IXLER r I think that the t rend o f se cret so cieties , as I have seen them,

not only at

Colby

but on many campuses , is ,

alas , towards anti-intellectualism.

I may not have suffi cie nt evidence , but I have some and as I say,

vi sits to Va rious different campuses .

Now ,

I am judging from

Fraternity life today seems to me to be very

different from what it vas when I vas in college .
change , f irst of all ,

There seems to have been a great

caused by the first war a nd again, I think, by the s econd war .
If that trend continues , I think that secret s o cieties are not gQing to find that they

If that trend can be combattai and if' the
course of e vents can be changed so that fraternities and sororitie s take s eriously
·their re sponsibilities as membe rs of a college coJ1111U11ity and, particularly, their re
sponsibilitie s toward the intellectual life of a college c o11111Un ity, then that is a
different matter.
QUESTIONER t Dean Marriner, have· the mass pres s µres that s aturate college
have much to cqntribute to college life .

admi ss ions o ffices w ith candidates been injurious or helpful?
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The ma ss p re s sures , and I suppose they do e ffe ct admi s s ions
DEA N MARRINER :
officers -- if not s a tur ate them a s the quest ion a s ked -- can, of cours e , be injurious
if they are s eriou s ly li stened to w idely over our nat ion o r in the co llege s .
It"
expe rience , b oth w ith the ope ra t ions of admi s s ion> offi cer s of colle ge s , the opera
t ions of the group that makes up the colle ge e ntrance examination board, is that tho s e
pres sure a r e not e ffe cted gene ra lly i n our colle ges .
I hope I have an sw ered the young
man ' s que stion .

QJEST IONER t
Dr . Osborne , do you feel t hat su ch o rgani z at ions as the YM-YWCA
and t he Student Chri s t ian Movement might t e nd to d ive r s ify the belief of the re li gious
s tude nt t o such an extent t hat he f inds it impos s ible to part icipate in the part i cula r
d o ct r ine of the church in the community in later life ?
DR . OSB CRNE :

I do not think so b e cau s e t he organi z a t ions ment io ne d are inte r

denominat i onal o rg anizat ions .
They carry a b road s piritua l ba sis .
My own convi ct ion
is that t he fe llow ship , the d is cus s io n , th� mutual study wh i ch goes on w ithin thos e

part i cular o rgani z a t ions w ill e nrich t he re ligiou s faith of the student a nd w ill make
.him an e ve n more inte lligent , or can make him a more intelli gent and a more devoted
member of his ow n chur ch , w hat e ve r it happens to be •
. QUEST IONFR :
Pre s ident B ixle r , how ca n the liberal art s g ra duate of 1956 con
vince a materialis t ic bus ine s s man w ho i s a potenti al employer that a general ba ck
ground is u seful for s omething more than w inning quiz pro gram pr i z e s ?
I w ould like to quo te a bus ines sman w ith w hom I had lunch in Hew
DR . B IXLER :
Yo rk the day before ye s t e rday.
He said this -- he s a id bu s ines s ha s at last begun to
r e a lize that it cannot pay too high a price for management , f or good mana gement .
Hi s

po int w a s , of course , that bus i ne s s is believing, mo re and more , that the type of
abil ity it nee ds for manageme nt , for le ade rship , for the new cond itio ns w hi ch bus ine s s
a nd indu stry conf.r0nt tod ay, is going to come from the liberal art s college s .

D e an Marr iner , in view- of t he large number of pro spe ct ive s tudents
QU E STIONER :
that w ill s oon invade the campu s , can and w ill the small co lleges , like Co lby, retain
their element of s mallne s s or w ill the publ ic pres s ure demand th at they expand ?
That ' s a very s e ri ou s quest i on and e ve ry college ha s got t o
D EA N MA RR INER :
con s ide r it arid consider it tho roughly bec ause there is coming _t o us increas ing e vi
dence that no colle ge can st and a s ide and glibly s ay, "We w ill not fa ce this problem. "

E ve ry college inu s t fa ce up to it .
I do believe , how e ver , that in facing it, co lle ge s
How mu ch expansion any co l
can remain small and do the j ob that they int e nded to do .
take a long d is cus s ion,
ould
w
lege w ill make or how MaJ\Y colleges can stay without any
I
tion in the a ffirma
ques
that
r
e
answ
do
mu ch more t ha n w e have t ime for tonight , bu t
.
l
l
sma
t ive , namely, that the co lle ge s can remain
Dean Marr ine r , do you think that in the intere st of s e cu ri:ty, it_· is
QUEST IONER :
j u st ifiable fo r profe ssors to t ake a constitutional oath?
I agree w i th what Dr . O sborne has already s ai d , that tho s e oaths
DEAN MARRINER :
are not neces s a ry a nd s hould not be impos ed upon the teac hing profe s s ion and pi c k them
.

out from a ll others .
Dr . Bixler, are academi c requi rements l imit ing the s tudent 1 s fre e QUEST IONER .:
dom of choi ce and mo r a l res po ns ibility?
I think that a cademi c requi rements �y be the be s t w ay, in s ome
DR . · BI XLER :
I th ink the r e a re
instance s , of furni shing a bas i s fo r t he student ' s ow n fre e dom.
.
s
reme
I
ext
t
h ink the re is the
at
and
good
two d i fferent types of curri cu lum, both
in
ith
w
out
a w e ll thought
worked
are
cur r i cu lum w ith a lo t of fre e e le ct i ve s· w hi ch
and
istribution
d
requirements are
irements
out plan, so that , for example , ma j or requ
a
ing
cla s s cur ri 
be
first
there
of
ive
On the other hand , I can eas ily conce
met 9
a
into
i cular ni che a rxi
its
part
f
course
culum w hich has been s o well planned that e ach
.
d
pra ct i cally a ll the w ork i s require
�ST IONER t Dean Marriner , ha s the ma s s pre s su re for s chola st i c succes s i n
If s o , is the re such a trend w hi ch an honor
vaded the i nt e grity o f the individual ?
system w ou ld help to countera ct ?
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That que s t ion is one w h i ch mus t , in my opinion, be answ e re d in
DEAN MARRINER �
He must a s k , 11Has i t invaded my
the cons cience of e ve ry individual as a student .
integrity as a s tudent ? "
I hope it ha s not invaded the integrity of students broadly .
You r ques tion , of cou r s e , is :
Is the cos t t o o great even if it has ?
I think the
cost

is not t oo great to keep up the quality tha t we have .

w ay to whip the moral i s sue .

We must find some o t he r

The re a re many colleges all o iie r t he country, Dean Marrine r , I
QUEST IONER :
sure , whiCh are cons i de r in g an honor sys tem .
Would you care to connne nt on that

am

pha se of a cademic l if e ?

I ha ve for long favored the honor system in Colby or any other
DEAN MARRIN!E :
college , at any t ime whe n the students a re re ady for� it and ready to impose the penalty,

OUESTIONE R : D r . Osb o rne , a r e student s more pre judice d than a verage people i n
ra cial matte r s ?
I t hink that student s , on the whole , a re le s s pre judiced than
DR . CSBORNE :
people off campus in racial matt�rs , and re ligiou s ma tt e rs too .

Dr . Bixler, do you feel that young peoJ: le today o verempha s i ze the
QUESTI ONER :
importance of pe rsonal s e curity and if s o , how d oes this e ffe ct the i r intellectual

a ct ivity?

I would say this -- I think that t here is a great deal more empha
DR . BIXLER :
I suppo se we me a n by that
s is on aiid intere st in what you call pe rsonal security .
Long a go , when I w a s in college , we ha rdly ever used
emo tional se curity , primarily .

the w o rd " se curity . "

Now it is , o f cour se , ve ry commo nly in vogue .

It ' s very e a sy

to unde r s tand t he r e a s ons fo r that and I w ould be su rpri sed if s tud e nt s w e r e not
interes ted in s e cur ity .

all o f u a ,

I do think tha t there is a tendency among student s , a s. among

to t alk about it too mu ch, t o empha s ize i t too nru ch,

dive rt our a ttent ion from other things .
QUESTIONE R :
Dean Mar rine r , what

2nd to use t hi s to

is the effe ct of ma s s pres s ures for mediocrity

and the belief tha t a univers ity_ is a comnunity of s cholars ?
DEAN MARRINER :

A university,

in my opinion,

canno t remain a comm.mi ty of

s cholars if it gives w ay to the p re s sure for medio crity .

I a m going t o a sk a ques tion o n behalf o f o n e o f the members o f
DR . WITMA N :
our unseen aud i e n ce , Rus s ell Kirk , who is no t able to be w ith u s o n account o f the
Let me as k you a question from his book.
He says this :
"Academic freedom
storm .
is the principle de s igned to prot e ct the tea che r from ha z a rds that tend to prevent

him from meeting his obligations in the pursuit of truth . "

And then he goes on to say

in anothe r phr a s e , "For Jl\Y part , I am convinced that a cademic freedom is a thing
apart , d ifferent and pe cµ liar, and that w e would be fo olish to confound it w ith the
vaguer term, intelle ctual freedom . "
I think thi s has a bearing on the last question.
How do you fe e l about this c oncept of academic freedom as a thing apart , the creation
o f a community of s cholars ?
DR .

CSBORNE :

When you are t a lking about academic freedom, you are talking about

a vo cational freedom, someth ing w hi ch inhe res in a part i cular vo ca t ion and , the refore ,
I happen to a gre e w ith Mr . Kirk that it should not be confused w ith what we call in
te llectual freedom.
E a ch job, each. profe s s ion ha s its own requirement s , its own goals
and ,

to some extent , its ow n standard s , its own i deals -- a nd he re is one of those
It is a spe cial kind o f fre edom .

ca ses .

I w ould agre e entirely w ith Dr . Osborne and I w ould say s imply
DR . B IXLER :
It seems to me that the univers ity or the co llege has a spe cial .funct ion in
this :
our s o ciety .
It is set a s ide and t he s tudent s and tea chers in it are set aside by

s o ciety to do a part i cular thing,

and that is , to think .

du cte d in an atmo s phere of fre edom,

othe rw i s e ,

name .

of cour se ,

Now , thinking must be con
it do e s n ' t live up to its

DEAN MARRINER :
I agree heartily that the r e must be the pro t e ction for inde
pendent thinking and independent tea ching in our colle ge s , and I belie ve that that mus t
be pro te cted from the s e pre ssures t hat come upon us , but that w e should understand what
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the s e pre s s ures are and not t ake ,

I can do n o w rong .

QUESTIONER t

D r . O sborne ,

a s te a che r s ,

the s nobb i sh att itude -- This is I ,

do . . you beli e ve that in a liberal a rt s co l le ge

the re

s hould be a non-denomi national r e li giou s se rvice on Sunda y which w ould be c ompuls o ry
for t he co l le ge s tu dent .
I think n o religiou s e xe r c i s e s should be compu ls ory -- pe r iod .
DR . OSBORNE :
QUEST IONER :
D r . B ixler , how c a n a libe ral art s co llege attack ma s s p re s s ur e s
o f fe a r a nd anxie ty w h i ch invade through cens orship and r e s tr i ct ion of sub j e c t mat te r?

DR . B I XLER :
I don ' t know how to a n sw er that e xce p t in the obviou s w ay that I
think it sh ould not a llow censo rship w ithin it s own community .
I thi nk t ha t f re e dom
o f thou ght means w hat it says , it means f reed om of expres s io n .
I t hi nk , of c ourse ,
t ha t it ' s easy to int e rpret fre edom in a n anar chi ca l w ay and one of the c r it i ci s ms that
.
c o ll e g e s so o ft e n ge t , and prob ab ly j u s t i fiably, from out s ide , i s tha t i n it s attempt
to be free it ha s no c o nvi ct ions of its ow n .
Ch vious ly, the colle ge d oe s s t and fo r
s omething .
It does stand for something ve ry de fin ite and it f a il s in its mis s ion if
it doe s n ' t make cle a r to its s tu dent s con s t antly wha t it is s t a nd i ng for , but the re
seems to me to be no contradi ction between that and freedom of thou ght be cau s e w hat
it s t and s for , a ft e r all, i s the work of the r a t i ona l mind .
A nd it is i t s tas k , as
I see it , to b r in g out c learly w hat a r e t he impl i ca t io ns o f r a t i o na l i ty .

DR . OSBORNE :
I w ou ld like t o add , M r . M ode r a to r , that I t h i nk t his a cademic
fr e e dom we cr ave and claim al so carries w ith it s o cial res ponsibility.
I w ould like
t o unde rline that .
Tha t is ou r res ponsibility which go es a long w ith the right o r the
privilege of our a cademi c freedom .

QUESTIONER :

De an Mar riner , d o you feel t hat Ame rican mass .-.edu cat ion i s sending

students of a poore r quality to ou r s chools and ,

conse quently , low e ring the int e llectual

sta ndard ?

The re i s a lw ays that dang e r - - t hat when y ou build u p i n quan
DEAN MA RR I NER :
t ity , that the qu a l ity mus t s u f fe r in o rde r to meet t he qu an t it a t iv e re qu i re me nt s .
Fo r i n st an ce , Dr . Ordw ay T e a d h a s r e ce ntly s a id tha t in st e ad of s aying now that 110 IQ
is g o od for co llege , the country i s s aying pretty gene rally 100 to 105 i s all right
for t he co l le ge in the o ld unde rs t anding of w hat a college i s .
No� , to me, that i s
te nden cy o f a l ow er ing in qu a li ty in ord e r t o take care of. quant ity .
l
ce rta
Dr . Osborne , you said we might be able t o combat the outside pre s 
QUEST I ONER :
My que s t ion i s , w hat pa rt i cu l ar outs ide pres sures w e re
sures a t a spiritual l eve l .
you referring to a nd why do you feel we c a n combat them better at a s p i r itua l level?
Where you
group pres su re s , the kind of group pres su res we
DR . OSBORNE :
ha ve be en t a lking about tonight , you ha ve some impli cat ions about the me a nin g o f human
p e r s o nal i t y , w ha t you think you can do w it h other peo ples ' pe r s ona li t ie s , w hat you think
The s e a l l , t o me , h a ve s piritu al impli
you s hould do to .f\trther your own int eres ts .
Pre s su r e o f the kind we have
ca t i o ns and I think t ha t there are spiritual a nsw e rs .
That to me is a s p ir itual
be en talking about means manipulat ion of other people .
Th a t ' s w ha t I me a nt .
q ue s t i on .
QUESTIONER : Dr . Bixler , a re no t required courses in a s u ppo s e d ly libe ral art s
college a p a rt of ma s s pr e s s u re ?
I think that what we me an by "ma ss
I d on ' t think s o at a ll .
DR . B IXLER :
p r e s s u re " is the kind of unt hinking, dead w e ight of pub l i c opinion whi ch we so fre 
Requ ire d courses ought to be and c e r t ainly usually are ,
que nt ly fe e l the e ffe ct of .
in college , the re sult of very c a re fu l thou ght on the part o f faculty memb e rs who de
s i gn the curri culum . The d i f fe r e n c e i s between the produ ct of rat i on l thou ght and
the produ ct of an un con s ci ous u rg e .
D e an Marrine r , do you fee l that the student s of today are
QUEST ioNF:R :
pre s s u re s to conform inte l le ctually and s o c i a l l y than pre viou s ly?
My ho ne s t opinion is that the students to day a re les s in
DEA N MARRINER :
fluenced by t he s e pre s sures t han they were in � o�n t ime i n college and , a s was said
by our llk>derato r , t hat ' s many, many ye ars ago .
I did n ' t s ay that at all .
DR . WI'IMAN :

in y a

y

ut
I,

have

a

more

influenced 6Y

t
t
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Pre s id ent Bixle r , w hat are the pres sures fo r and agains t the
QJESTIONER :
sub s id iz e d athletic program in the va riou s groups , su ch as alumni , student and
fa culty e lements�·

DR . B I XLER :

QUESTIONER :

What are they?

DR .

I want to know what Co lby and your

W e all know the y a re ther e .

per sona l op inion i s on the sub j e ct .
BIXLER :

My

pe rsonal opinion is that

no athletic s cho lar ships -- period .

they should be r e j e cte d .

Colby ha s

We have bee n talking he re to tonight at Colby College on the
DR . WITMAN :
"Ha ve Ma s s Pres sures Invaded the Campus ? "
I think lil e · have dis oove red that

ques t i on :

at le as t they are i nvading the
not su re ;

campus , w hethe r we can use the pa st tense or no t,

a nd that if we lump to gether the answe rs w hi ch ha ve been given to the s e

I am

I be l i e ve t h e y would come i nto the compa ct form o f prote ction in the
spiritual a rxi inte lle c tu al life of the can pu se s of this country.
D r . Bixler , for your contri
I w ant to thank
our s pe ake rs , very much inde e d .

many ques t ions ,

s t re ngthe ning of the

butio n ; Dean Ma rrine r , Dr . Os "tx> rne

-- the latte r tw o part icularly for the fine w ay in

which they stepped in to take the part of Mr. Ru s se ll K i rk .
Ou r thanks t o Colby College ,

campus at Wat e r ville , Ma ine .

the ho s ts for this bro ad ca st o n its ma gnificent

our thanks also to Carle ton Brow n and his staff at Station WT VL .
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At this point in the recital some of us may begin to be
uneasy. Do we not find here it may be asked, a good
e ·ample of that confusion of quantity with quality which
i the standing danger of American education ? Thi is
the doubt I want to explore with you this evening. And
et I ha e put first this recital of facts because I want to
make it clear that in placing quality high I am not placing
quantity low. It is only a dull imagination that would
fail to see the light that shines through such statistics. The
shift of a statistical pointer may record an immense
change in human happiness· consider what it means, for
example that since 1 900 our average life expectancy has
increased by 20 years. Consider what it means to you
and me to be able to read and write, and then what it
means in a country to have a literacy of 95% rather than
45%. America is often criticized, particularly perhaps in
the East, for her materialism, for her excessive preoccupa
tion with what can be measured by statistics, like the out
lay for clothes and cars and kilowatts. It is a criticism
with which I had less sympathy after I had spent two
years in the East. If the good life is to be lived with any
fullness, it normally needs health of body and training of
mind, and these things call for that unfortunate crass
necessity, money. Here quality is more dependent on
quantity than we may wish to think. Sir Arthur Queller
Couch, after listing a dozen of the great poets of the last
century, points out that nine of these were university men,
with the background of means that this implies, and
that of the remaining three, Browning was the son of a
prosperous banker, Rosetti had a private income, and
Keats, the only one without any sort of backing, died,
broken with_ the struggle, at 25. I must frankly confess
that when I think of those high schools dotting the prairie,
of those 1 900 colleges, of those well appointed gymnasiums
and big playing fields, I gloat. The business of the state,
said the philosopher Bosanquet is not to produce the good
life, which it cannot do, but to hinder the hindrances to
the good life. That is what we are doing with these
things that can be put into statistics. We are using our
material means to fertilize the field for quality.

A

we getting the qualitative return that we ought to
get from so prodigal an effort ? That, I doubt. To
be sure, in certain areas where energy and technical skill
are important, such as engineering architecture. and den
tistry, American work is supreme· there are no such dams,
sky-scrapers, and bridges - whether of the kind made by
civil or by dental engineers - as are to be found within
our borders. But what about the pure science on which
the triumphs of practice ultimately rest ? There we are
less secure. In respect to Nobel Prizes, which are usually
given for this kind of service, we have won about one in
ten of the prizes awarded. That is no mean achievement.
B ut it makes one pause to discover that for the first quarter
of this century at least, the University of Cambridge alone
produced more Nobel scientists than all our universities
put together, and that the theoretical foundations of the
new world of science were laid almost entirely by non
American hands, by R utherford and J. J. Thomson and
Niels Bohr, by Planck and Heisenberg and Einstein. I
am told that we have only one name to place alongside
these intellectual frontiersmen, that of Josiah Willard
Gibbs, who walked for the most part unrecognized among
us.
RE
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Have we fared better in literature ? Opinions will
differ. So far as Nobel prizes go, our record is about the
same as in science - roughly one in ten. Whether Faulk
ner and Hemingway will last as interpreters of the human
spirit is hard to say. What one misses as one looks back
over recent decades is any group of writers who brought
ideas to bear in a fundamental way in the criticism of
their time ' writers like Shaw, Wells and Chesterton in
England. I t may be said that Mencken was a host in
himself, but, apart from his work on language, was he not
almost wholly negative ? We have produced one man of
high originality both as poet and as critic, Mr. Eliot, but
like our most reflective novelist, Henry James, he found
a foreign atmosphere more congenial than that of his own
country, and left us early.
In music the situation is curious. We are exporting in
quantity, and to increasingly wide and eager markets,
but t he exports consist chiefly of jazz. Significant musical
creation we leave chiefly to others - to Shostakovich and
Prokofieff, to Stravinsky and Bartok and Hindemith. We
have splendid orchestras, led for the most pan by con
ductors whose names are revealing - Ormandy, Fiedler,
Mitropoulos, Stokowski, Kostellanetz. With voice and
instruments we do better, but it is surely suggestive that
a good middle-western tenor named Benton should turn
up in New York as Bentonelli.
I n speculative thought the story is similar. Quantita
tively our philosophic wealth is incomparable ; we have
15

about a thousand philosophers in the America n Philo
sophical Association, including many superb teachers, able
analysts, and competent writers. But I think most of my
colleagues would regretfully agree that there is no one
among them of the stature of Russell or Moore, or Broad,
or Whitehead, all products of one foreign un iversity. Or
consider theology. Here we have one challenging name,
that of Reinhold Neibu h r ; Till ich is a German and Ger
ma n-trained. B ut able as Niebuhr is, his theology is not
so m uch a n original growth as a transplanted stock, for
whose seeds we m ust go to such mi nds as Kierkegaard
and Barth.
The conclusion from this sampling is that the quality of
our cultural achievement has hardly kept pace with our
quantitative achievements. But we must try to make this
contrast more precise. When quality is set over against
q ua ntity two different things may be meant by qual ity.
One i s quality as such, as opposed to qua ntity as such.
The other is h igher q uality as opposed to lower q uality.
When I suggest that q uality should have more stress in
our education, I mean that it should have more stress in
both senses of the term. Let us try to get clear about each.
First a s to the disti nction between the quantitative and
the qualitative as such. Here what i s quantitative" means
what can be studied by natural science or can be measured
and publ icly observed. Further, what can be thus publicly
observed is always physica l ; most commonly it is the move
ments of material things or of the particles composing
them. The realm of the q uantitative, the realm of natural
science, i s that of matter i n motion. On the other hand
i n the realm of the qualitative are placed those events that
cannot be thus observed, such as thoughts, feelings, and
desires.

N

ow it is a strange but sign ificant fact about America

that there are many people among us, many thought
ful and competent people, who doubt whether any such
d i stinction can i n the end be drawn. They doubt it be
cause they have fallen so completely under the sway of
natural science as to question whether anything it fails
to recognize should be recognized at all. Many of our
psychologists, i n their desire to be natural scientists, are
red ucing the study of m i nd as far as can be to a study of
bodily movement . Think, for example, of the behaviorist
movement i n American psychology. This started from
the desire of Dr. Watson to make his subject a respected
natural science, l ike physics and chemistry. He saw that
so long as his science talked about thoughts and feelings,
i m pulses and volitions, h e was dealing with something
too subj ective , elusive and impalpable to be observed and
measured l ike physical motions.
Bodily responses he
could see and record ; but what was he to do with such
ghostly things as these ?
His first proposal was to let
others study them i f they cared to, but to ignore them
him self, since, as he announced, he had never discovered
consciousness i n any of his test tubes. But h e was not
content to stop there. If something could not be dealt
with by natural science, was there any good reason to say
that it existed at all ? He concluded that there was none.
If he ignored t he so called facts of consciousness, it was
for the same reason that chemists ignored alchemy and
astronomers astrology, namely that the so-called facts were
myths and objects of superstition . He would have said ,
16
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ican Philosophical Association and of the
America n Theological Society.
A professor of
philosophy at Yale University, where he was depart
ment chairman from 1 945 to 1 950, Professor
Bla nshard has lectured widely, presenting the im
portant G i fford Lectures at St. Andrews ( Scotland ) .
The lectures were published a s " The Nature of
Thought," two volumes which have made a signili
cant contribution to philosophy.
Professor Blanshard was awarded an honorary
doctor of huma ne letters degree with a citation
which in part, read :

Brand Blanshard, guide, philosopher, and friend;
former student at Columbia, Oxford, and Harvard;
beloved teacher at Michigan, Swarthmore, and Yale;
Rhodes Scholar, Guggenheim Fellow, Dudleian Lec
turer, Noble Lecturer, Hertz Lecturer, Adamson
Lectu1·er, and, as climax, Gifford Lecturer . . . Clear
thinke1· and precise interpreter of the nature of
thought, moral and philosophical idealist, you are
welcomed at Colby for all these qualities and achieve
ments, but especially because in 1·ecent years you
have expressed so eloquently to so many audiences
the virtues of the liberal arts and have helped so
many students to discover the 1·ewards that await
the work of the f1·ee, rational, and creative mind.

with Mr. R ussell, that what was knowledge was science,
and what was not science was not knowledge. The study
of the mind became the study of bod i l y behavior, and " we
need nothing to explai n behavior, " he a nnounced, " but
the ordinary laws of physics and chemistry. "
Most psychologists have not followed Watson to these
lengths. They would probably agree with the old j est
that i n him psychology, having lost its soul, had now lost
its mind as wel l ; some critics like Keyserling went farther
and said that behaviorism was the natural psychology of a
people without inner l ife. Still, the influence of behavior
ism has been great. There are many psychologists who
describe themselves with pride as behaviorists and who ,
even when they reject Watson's conclusions, do so reluc
tantly. They stay as closely as they can within the bounds
of his son of natural science, and feel uneasy when they
stray outside it. This seems to m e significant. It reveals
i n the study of mind itself a stress that is felt more strongly
still i n other areas of American l i fe, a stress on the out
ward rather than the i n ward , on facts rather than values,
on the quantitative rather than the qualitative order.
Consider some of the ways i n which this emphasis shows
itself. The man of science today stands on a pedestal.
Particularly since the day of Einstein's great discovery,
this pedestal has risen notably, and its occupants have
been i nvested with a k ind of wizard's mantle.
Plain
men did not know what to make of the strange l ittle Ger
man dominie and his bizarre announcement that we were
l iving i n a new world which was governed by the formula
E = rnc2, but when, aided by the magic of such formulas,
there began te issue from the laboratories packets that
could blast whole cities i n a moment, they could only bow
CoLBY ALUMNUS

to a magic they could not in the least understand. We
are at the mercy of these scientists, and we know it. They
tand for something before which we are helpless, as we
are before the surgeon with his scalpel and his masked
face. And their authority is extending itself to their lesser
colleagues. Have you noticed how often there appears
in advertisements the figure of the man in the white coat
peering through his microscope or into h is test tubes ; he
is the chief threat to the pretty girl as the means of casting
the desired aura over the product. Have you noticed,
again how advertisers are aping the quantitative exactness
of the scientists whether it makes sense or not ; we are
assured that a soap will eliminate so many per cent more
bacteria ; I learned recently, as I listened to my radio, that
if I used a new shampoo, the brightness of my hair would
be increased up to 35%. We fi nd every sort of cause or
product urged upon us in language that seeks to borrow
prestige from its use in physical science · and imitation is
the sincerest Battery.
is that while we are busy pushing
N the scientist u pthing
to his giddy throne, the scientist him
ow the curious

self is protesting that about values he has nothing at all to
say. I f we happen to want bright hair or red hair or curly
hair, he can help us ( though unfortunately not if what we
want is j ust hair ) · but if we want o know w hether it is of
any importance to have one kind of hair or another, if we
want to know what is worth reading, or feeling, or doing,
if we want to know about the ends of life as opposed to the
means, we find him silent. He is not only silent; he is
deliberately and even ostentatiously silent. His business,
he says> is wi�h facts, or with laws, which are general facts.
He can tell the practical man how to make fi ssionable
material explode, how to make submarines like the
Nautilus, how to make rockets and guided m issiles. I f
y o u ask h i m whether it is well that w e should have these
things, he shrugs his shoulders and says that physics has
nothing to do with such questions. The psychiatrist
prefers not to talk of right or wrong, good or bad ; these
are not impartial scientific terms; they are loaded ; the
delinquent may be " emotionally disturbed " or " mal
adj usted to his social environment, " but anything beyond
that is " subjective evaluation. " This tendency to d raw
a sharp line between fact and value and to insist that
knowledge or intelligence, identified with scientific method,
has no concern with value, has been fortified by recent
changes in the philosophy of science. Such i nfluential
writers as Russell, Carnap, and Reichenbach, would agree
in saying that j udgments of value are not really j udg
ments at all ; they are neither true nor false, and therefore
do not fall within the province of intelligence or know
ledge ; they are merely expressions or pro and/or anti
feelings, or at most of commands to beha e this way or
that. Since they do not assert anything, no reasons can
be given either for or against them ; they are expressions
of the non-rational part of our nature. When you call
anything good or bad, the reflective man may interest
himself in the cause or effect of your thus exploding into
speech, but to consider whether your remark is true or not
is to m istake the business of intelligence.
I believe that this view about j udgments of value is
bad philosophy, but there is no time to argue that out.
What I do want to stress is the implication of the view for
education. Education is supposed to be chiefly a training
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of the intelligence, and if intelligence has nothing to do
with values, it follows that education, in its chief function,
has nothing to do with values either. This conclusion
seems to me disastrous. The realm of values is bundled up
by the scientists and other custodians of knowledge and left
like an unwanted child on the doorstep for some passer-by
to pick up. And who is going to pick it u p ? The
churches ? B ut there are millions of our people that the
churches never reach. The parents ? But with our
j uvenile delinquency rates among the highest in the world,
parents are proving pretty frail reeds. The press, televi
sion, the movies ? But their values, as we shall see in a
moment, are those of the box-office. If American educa
tion, with its vast resources and its all-pervasive reach is
not to undertake the inculcation of values, who or what is ?
I ndeed we have it on good authority that a disciplined
sense of value is the most importan t product of education.
Plato says : " It is not the life of knowledge, not even if it
included all the sciences, that creates happiness and well
being, but a single branch of knowledge - the science of
good and evil . If you exclude this from the other branches,
medicine will be equally able to give us health, and shoe
making shoes, and weaving clothes. Seamanship will
still save life at sea and strategy win battles. But without
the knowledge of good and evil, the use and excellence of
these sciences will be found to have failed us. "* And Dr.
Conant writes : " To the extent that education ceases to be
concerned with 'value j udgments' in art, in l iterature, or
in philosophy, it ceases to be of service to the free way of
life - it ceases to uphold the dignity of the individual
man. " Of course neither this philosopher nor this scien
tist is decrying scientific knowledge; they value it h ighly,
not only for its own sake, but for the sake of the mastery
it gives us over nature, and the vast fruits of that mastery
in wealth and health and military power. But they see
that wealth and health and military power are not in
themselves goods at all. There have been people who had
all of them and lived very meagre lives; there ha e been
people who had none of them whose lives have been full
and rich. The fact is that the measurable things of the
world - its dollars, and ships and refrigerators - are of
value only as they contribute to non-measurable things,
such as j ustice and happiness and love and poetry and
laughter. In the end the usefulness of useful things l ies
in the help they give us in getting these useless things.
Does this seem like a paradox ? If so a moment's
thought will make it almost a platitude. Suppose you ask
a college student why he came to college. He is likely to
answer, " Because it will help me to succeed in my job,
whatever it is. You ask him why he wants to succeed in
his j ob. If he has patience with what seems like a silly
question, the not improbable answer will be, " Because
it will give me a larger income. " If he is then asked why
he should want a larger income, he says, " Because then
I can have a house with modern improvements, I can
have a Cadillac if I want one, my fiancee, if she wants to,
bless her, can be the grandest lady in t he Easter pa,rade,
and we can send our children to Colby. " But in spite
of the inspired climax, doesn't that sort of thinking go
round in a squirrel cage ? He wants an education for the
sake of success, this for the sake of income, this for the
•

Charmides, 1 74.

The tran lation is Sir R. Livingstone's.
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sake of Cadillacs, and this for the sake of education one
generation removed, which is supposed to start all over
again for the sake of success, for the sake of income, for
the sake of a two-car helicopter garage. That is a v icious
circle, education for gadgets, for education, and how is
one to escape from it ? Not by crying out that things are
in the saddle and ride mankind, or t rying to l ive l ike
Ghandi or Thoreau · it is too late in the day to secede from
civil ization.
No the only feasible escape is to make
quantity subserve quality, to accept this vicious circle
as a ring that provides a solid setting for a pearl of incal
culable price. For m y own part I think that our gadgetry
is one of the glories of our culture and should serve as a
proclamation of emancipation into a fuller l ife. It is surely
not for nothing that our science and technology are
shortening our working day in about the same proportion
that they are lengthening our life span. But what will it
profit a man to gain this new world of gadgets if he
wears the bloom off h is soul in getting them ? It is only

too possible for wealth to accumul,a te and men decay.

W

ILL you carry out with me a little philosophical experi

I magine successively three kinds of world .
ment ?
First, our modern world with all its gadgets, and scattered
around them its notable men and women, Mr. Eisenhower
and Mr. Churchill and Mrs. Roosevelt and you and me.
Secondly, imagine a world with all our modern gadgets
subtracted - with no electricity or steam or motors or
railways or radios or telephones, with no printed books or
newspapers, no means of preserving food, no anaesthetics,
no science of medicine or surgery. no sewing machines,
One feels at once
reapers, typewriters, even spectacles.
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that such a world would be shrunken and impoverished,
for so much that we are �nd do is made possible by these
thi ngs. Would life in such d reary poverty be worth living
at all ? Well, let me remind you that this was the world
of Socrates and Sophocles and Aristotle, of Virgil and St.
Augustine and Dante. There was nothing poverty-stricken
about these minds; indeed it is to these minds precisely
that men in other times turn when they want to escape
from their own poverty. Carlyle once raised the startling
question which would be the greater loss to England if
it had to part with one or the other: Shakespeare or
I ndia. With all respect to I ndia, how that question l ights
u p the worth of one great spirit ! But now imagine the
third world.
I nstead o f subtracting the machinery of
civil ized life, let us leave it all standing, or rather multiply
i t to the l imit, with uper-skyscrapers on every horizon
and, within them, push-button resources for every want.
And let us subtract j ust one thing, consciousness. I t is a
paradise of gadgets, lacking only persons. And the ques
tion I want to ask is, What would be the value of such a
world ? The answer is, nothing at all. Without its per
sons the worth of the world would vanish utterly. It is
for persons, for better and more sensitive persons, for the
knowledge and love and goodness of person , that all the
mach inery of civilization exists. There may be great per
sons with little or none of this machinery. There can be
greater ones
I am convinced, with the aid of this
machinery. But the machinery without the persons has a
value of precisely zero.
My conclusion is that the m achi nery of civilization is to
be j ustified only so far as it contributes to the qualities of
persons.
Now colleges are an important part of this
mach inery. We could make them if we tried, into efficient
factories, mass-producing efficient robots, themselves the
most efficient of mach ine tools, who would whir us along
toward 1 984 and Aldous H uxley's Brave New Wodd.
Some think that is essentially what they are doing already.
That keen observer, Lowes Dickinson, wrote home from
this country : " colleges are an investment to Americans,
and educate only as a means to getting on. " Professor
Sir Walter Raleigh wrote home even more sourly, " There
are no persons in th is cou ntry . " I am afraid that in both
cases what is speaking here is dislike. Yet dislike may
have keen eyes.
And here it may remind us that the
p rime bu � iness of the college is not to ena le a youth to
get on, . but to become more of a person; reflect on the
difference, " said President Wriston, " between the 'gain
wisdom' of Solomon and the 'get wise' of today . " I t may
remind us that scholarship itself may be dead and mechani
cal. I vor Brown has remarked that " there are naturalists
without wonder, scholars without awe, theologians without
worship economists without anger, historians who never
laughed or hated or despaired. They may be wise, but
who is jealous of their wisdom ?
It is possible to know
everything and understand nothing. "
As against such
cactus m inds, consider the ideal drawn for the American
college by James Russell Lowell at Harvard's 2 50th anni
versary.
W hat the college should try to produce, said
Lowell, is a type of man, " a man of culture, a man of
intellectual resources, a man of public spirit, a man of
refinement, with that good taste wh ich is the conscience
of the mind, and that conscience which is the good taste
of the soul . " . The crown of quantity, and its j ustification,
is quality.
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M
are in the thick of the
state series baseball race. As of
May 16 Coach John Winkin's club was
undefeated and leading the pack. I f
the pitch ing holds u p Colby should
clinch the title. Pel B rown, a j unior
&om Westfield N. J ., who has not lost
a game in the past two years, has credit
for six wins this season. Classmate
Ed Lagonegro, counted on heavily in
pre-season calculations, has been side
lined with an inj ured hand. The big
question mark is will he be ready be
fore the brief cam paign closes ?
The team is pelting the ball. Cap
tain Don Rice, sophomore catcher Ron
nie Staples ( he has three home runs),
j uniors Neil Stinneford a nd Will La
verdiere, and hockey captai n Charlie
Morrissey have hit hard and fre
quently.
On the freshman level Coach Jack
Kelley's nine has won five out of six,
the result of some fine stick work and
t he capable hurling of Joe Grimm,
Haddonfield, N. J. and Toni Ruvo,
Bloomfield, N. J .
I n track, Captain Don Vollmer led
his team to an upset of Norwich for
the fi rst dual meet win since 1 95 1 . The
M ules are still weak in track, but are
climbing.
Coach Mike Loebs continues to turn
out strong tennis clubs. The surprise
of the spring has been two upsets of
Bowdoin defending champs. Colby is
assured of at least a tie for state title.

C

OLBY' s

football fortunes next fall
will be handled by 39-year old
Robert E. Clifford, formerly at North
western University and presently assist
ant coach at Williams College. He
succeeds Frank Maze who resigned in
December.
Bob Clifford met football candidates
for several informal workouts during a
ten day visit in March. He impressed
with his prolific knowledge of the
sport, his earnestness, his philosophy
of sportsmanship, and his insistence on
hard, serious play.
A believer in the " Split-T with vari
ations , " Clifford has been coaching fif
teen years, seven in Big Ten competi
tion. He is a graduate of Colorado
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Western State College, where he was
captain of football and golf and played
basketball.
Born in East Orange, New Jersey,
Clifford lived in New Haven from
1 929- 1 939, graduating from Wilbur
Cross High School. He did graduate
work in administration and health at
Columbia Teachers College.
Entering the coaching profession in
1 939, he served as head coach of high
school football and basketball in Sugar
City, Colorado where, during two
years, his gridmen won 1 5 and lost
one and captured two conference
championshi ps. His basketball team
was Southeastern Colorado champions.
In 1 94 1 he was named head football
coach at Littleton ( Colo. ) High School,
resigning after a year to serve as
Motor Torpedo Boat Commander with
the navy in the New Guinea, Philip
pines, and Borneo theatres of opera
tions.
Upon his discharge in 1 946, he was
appointed head coach of football and
basketball at Washington Irving High
School Tarrytown, New York where
he had a 7-1 mark in football and won
the conference crown in basketball.
SCORES
Varsity Baseball - Colby 1 3 , Catholic Uni
versity O ; Colby 3, Georgetown University 2 ;
Colby 3 , Quantico Marines 6 ;
Colby 1 0 ,
Princeton 8 ; Colby 4, Upsala 7 ; Colby 1 0 ,
Williams 7 ; Colby 3, Boston University 2 ;
Colby 8, University of . Connecticut 8 ( 1 0
innings ) ; Colby 0, Trimty College 9 ; Col.by
7, Bates 4 (exhibition � ; .Colby 6 , . University
of Massachusetts 7 (5 mnmgs - ra m ) ; Colby
8, Springfield College 6 ;
<;:: olby 4, Bowdoin
College O ; Colby 13, Providence College 4 ;
Colby 4, Bates 1 ; Colby 4, Maine 3.
Freshman Baseball - Colby 13, Husson Col

lege 1 ; Colby 14,
4 ; Colby 5 , Maine
1 7 Kents Hill 2 ;
A�aderny O ; Colby

Higgins Classical Institute
Central Instit:ite 1 ; 9�lby
Colby 14, Mame Maritime
1 , Maine Maritime 2.

Varsity Golf - Colby 1 , University of Rhode
Island 6 ; Colby 4, Tufts College 3 ; Colby 3,
Bowdoin 4 ; Colby 5 , M. I. T. � ; Colby 2,
Boston Universitv 5 ; Colby 3, Mame 4 ; Colby
Bates O · Colby 1, Boston University 6 ;
7
New Engla�d Tournament, tied for 10th place
out of 23 ; Colby 1, Bowdoin 6 .
Varsi t y Tennis - Colby 6 , '.fufts College 3 ;
Colby 8, Babson Institute 1 ; Colby 5: Bo:w
doin College 4 ; Colby 2, Boston Umvers1ty
7 ; Colby 7, Maine 2 ; Colby 3: Bates 6 ; Colby
7 , Maine 2 ; Colby 7, Bowdom 2.
Varsity Track - Colby 80, Norwich Uni
versity 54 · Colby 14, Bates 65, Vermont 5 1 ,
Middlebur
35 ; Colby 7 , Maine 60, Bowdoin
54, Bates 1 4 ( State Meet at Maine) .

y'

Varsity
Basketball
(scores
since
winter
issue) - Colby 98, Connecticut 93 ; Colby 7 6 ,
Maine 7 4 ; Colby 67, Massachusetts 69 ; Colby
6 1 Rhode Island 83 ; Colby 73, Bowdoin 7 0 ;
cdlby 8 1 , Brandeis 7 8 ; Colby 72, Bates 80 ;
Colby 64, Springfield 7 6 .
Varsity Hockey (scores s i n c e winter issue)
- Colby 2 , Massachusetts 3 ; Colby 9 , Bow
doin 4 ; Colby 2 , Northeastern 7 ; Colby 4,
M. I . T. 5 ; Colby 3 , New Hampshire 1 ; Colby
7 , Bowdoin 6.

Bob Clifford

From 1 947- 1 954 he was on the ath
letic staff at Northwestern serving
initially as head coach of freshman
football and freshman basketball. In
1 950 he was promoted assistant to
varsity mentor Bob Voigts. The same
year he was named assistant coach of
basketball. While at Northwestern,
as chief football scout he was respon
sible for such teams as Illinois, Ohio
State, and Michigan. Clifford scouted
California for the Rose Bowl game in
1 949, won by Northwestern, 20- 1 4.
Coach Len Waters of Williams
selected him as line coach in 1 954.
Clifford has also assisted at Williams
in swimming and handled freshman
golf.
He is married to the former Virginia
Lindsay of New York City. They
have three children, Robert, Jr. 1 3 ;
Peter James 9; and Lindsay Mark 4.
ss1sn c Clifford will be a new
appointment, John H a m i l t o n
Clifford, former coach a t Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute who has been
named line coach and head man m
track.
Thirty years old and a native of
Scotia, New York where he starred in
high school football, baseball, and track
Coons captained the Springfield Col
lege grid team in 1 949, recei ing h is
B. S. in 1 950. Presently completing
his requirements for an M. A . at
Springfield he was a coaching assistant
last fall to Ossie Solem, working with
the gymnast s line.
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fraternities and sororities
report from the
Ford Self Study
plus undergraduate replies
A

N

ATIO 'AL Gn.EEK LETTER fraternities

have had chapters at Colby for
more than a century, and national
sororities have been on the campus for
more than seventy years. I t is inevit
able that both should have an in8uence
on many phases of college life includ
ing the climate for learning.
Colby has never had sorority houses.
The sorority women have lived in dor-

mitories, side by side with the non
sorority girls.
The only physical ar
rangement for the sororitie has been
a meeting room set aside for each in
the Women's Union. Because it seems
to be the common practice for men to
dominate the social life in a co-educa
tional college the sororities have never
exerted as strong an influence as have
the fraternities. Yet there is some evi-

In my opinion several conclusions of this section of the Ford Report
are too heavily based on 41 interviews with individuals, many of whom
were neither frnternity nor sorority members. This represents approxi
mately four-tenths of one percent of the student body. How valid can
material be when established on such a basis?
Fraternities offer a great potential, intellectually, socially, and athletically.
This potential is being increasingly fulfilled. There are within each house
from eight to ten relatively responsible positions. At Colby this means
64-80 positions which would never exist without fraternities - positions
which, no matter how small, add to one's experience in assuming responsi
bility.
The Inter-Fraternity Council sponsors competition , not merely in ath
letics, but in fields of leadership, academic averages, and citizenship. The
fi·aternity amassing the greatest number of points during one year earns a
leg on the Bixler Bowl. Three wins permit the house to keep the trophy
permanently. Next year competition will also include debates and either
bridge or chess tournaments.
In connection with Colby's relationship with the town ( which, in recent
years, has been excellent) good will is further increasing. Every spring
fraternity men contribute work on a community ente1prise. There has also
been recently organizied a separate group, working in conjunction with
the IFC, which supervises and instructs the children in competitive sports
at the Boy's Club, YMCA , and at schools. Future ambitions are to pro
vide admission and transportation to home athletic events for such young
people.
But the important matter is not merely these things which are being
done, but rather the emphasis which is being laid on existing situations.
The fraternities are aware of student apathy and other problems, most of
which are not peculiar to Colby, but apparently present in students every
where, and they are attempting to contribute to their solutions.
Rather than criticism and threats, fraternities should be appreciated and
recognized for the important part they play in the overall life of the college.
Richard Maguire, '57
Chairman, lnterfraternity Council
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dence that
sorority membership is
pri zed for its social distinction. Says
a sorority girl of the Class of 1 954 :
" A
orority is i mportant for a girl
who needs a little social backing. A
orority isn't so important for a girl
who can make a go of it on the campus
by herself. " A non-sorority girl state s :
" [
am indifferent t o sororities. They
do not play an important role at Colby.
I have many close friends a mong girls
in different sororities.
I think they
often do help people who need to gain
self-conlidence. "
Would Colby girls organize sororities
if there were no chapters here ? This
question is not merely academic, be
cause about ten years ago there arose
among the undergraduate women a
serious movement to abolish the Colby
sororities. It reached such proportions
that a considerable majority favored
abol ition. The sorority alum nae, how
ever, supported by national officers,
raised such vigorous protest that each
u ndergraduate chapter finally voted in
favor of retention.
In spite of some
interest in philanthropic enterprises,
such as the Maine Seacoast Mission,
scholarships, and parties for under
privileged c h i ldren, sororities continue
largely on the basis of supposed or
actual social prestige.
Fraternities, however, are more solid
ly established.

Although, at first, only

one ( DKE ) had a chapter house in
the town, in 1 906 the college turned
over both halves of South College and
the north half of North College re
spectively to Zeta Psi, ATO, and DU .
Phi Delta Theta was at the same time
permitted to occupy a College
building
Hall.

formerly

known

as

A venue

Ladies

Later Lambda Chi Alpha oc

c upied the north end of North College,
and

Kappa

Delta

Rho purchased a
CoLBY ALUMNUS

hou e in town

w h i le T u Delta Phi

ren ted various hou e .
of Colby ei ht fratern itie now
ha e hou e on Mayflower H ill · the
member of the other t wo are pe rmitted
to o cup
adjoi n i ng rooms i n dormi
torie .
The fraternity house do not
ha e d i n i ng rooms thus gi ing the
members the opport u n it to join other
tudents at meals i n Robert Union.
The officer at Colby i n closest ad
mini t rative relation hip to the fra
tern i ties is t he dean of men . During
the past two years especially he has
worked patie n tly with fraternit lead
e rs to reorgan ize what had become an
ineffecti e i nterfratern ity council and
to hel p the se eral frate rnities take
measures to impro e their statu .
I n a report to the Sel f Stud Com
mittee the dean poi nts to constructi e
work by several fratern ities.
ot in
frequently they h a e persuaded dis
couraged students not to d rop out of
college or h ave ind uced w ithd rawn
men to retur n .
Sometimes by con
certed e ffort a fraternity has sa ed its
fresh men from acade m ic d isaster. By
group projects i n the c ity commun ity
Colby fraternities ha e won good will
for the college. Al most completely the
obnoxious fratern i ty Hell Week has
d isappeared ·an d i n its place has come
Help Week .
The d e a n poi n ts out, howe er that
there is a l so a negative side - a de
structive i nfluence as well a s a con
structive one. ' The college calendar
bears witness to fraternity e mphasis
on social acti ities.
The fratern ities
have i n no man ner taken a stand for
the obser a nce of the college regula
tions against drink ing.
The attitu de
is largely for not against drinking. "
Concerning the i n fl ue nce of frater
nities on a cli mate for learning, the
" I have seen no ge neral
dea n says :
intellectual i n fl ue nce originating in
the fraternities. There h ave been: spas
modic and isolated i nstances when in
dividuals from fraternities ha e con
sulted this office about the standing of
members and ways of improving their
standing. I n certa i n fraternities study
hours for fresh men and q u iet hours for
the e n tire membership h ave occasional
ly been observed, but such instances
Too often
are rare and exceptional.
fraternity
from
move
ind ividuals
houses, complaining of the lack of a
'climate for learning in the house. "
On the whole, however, the dean is
optimistic about the future . He says :
" As a base for what may eventually
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hel p to create a more favorable attit ude
to\ ard
i n tellectual
accompl ishment
the l nterfrate rn ity Council h as agreed
upon a le el of acade m ic achie ement
as a requirement for pledging. This
has ne\ er before been done at Colby .
I t is an e ncou raging step.
ontributory to this study by the
Sel f Study Committee a group of stu
dents i n the course i n Ethical Is ues
u nder the direction of Professor John
Clark made a study of the i n fl ue nce
of fraternities at Colby.
They came
to the basic concl usion that fratern ities
do not promote to a satisfactory de
gree producti e personality de elop
me n t within their own membe rsh ip
and do not contribute constructively to
a fa orable clim ate for learning. The
report goes on to state :
' We ha e
fou n d that the great majority of fra
te rnity men j oi n the organization for
reasons of secu rity prestige, and self
esteern all of which lead to a conform
ity q uite contrad ictory to prod ucti e
ness . As the indi idual becomes more
concerned with what an intimate group
thinks of him his indi iduality de
crease .
The relationship
between
attitudes and
alues is so close that
stereotyped attitudes ha e a direct effect
u pon one s alues wh ich a re too ofte n

manifested in
nation .

prej udice a n d discrimi

The report goes on to show that
fratern ity members make too little con
tact with other men on the campu s ·
that too m uch stress is placed o n eco
nomic means whereb the best spenders
are ele\ ated in prestige ; no fraternity
as a group has fundamental inte rest
in
things of the mind
the rea lm
of ideas iden tified with the clima te for
learning.
Pe rtinent are some of the comments
heard at in ter iews held b the Ethical
I ssues investigators .
A
oman stu
den t said :
' Fraternities
do
help
mothers boys become i n depe n dent and
masculine but they also hel p them ge t
dru nk. They are concerned with their
own group and their ow n members
not with the college com m u n ity .
Says a fraternity membe r : " A . frater
nity has a higher more i m portan t date
status. Life i n a fraternity is more im
portant because social l i fe is greater.
A nother com ments : ' Many fraternity
men become leaders i n their frate rn ities,
and as a result become familiar with
how to be a leader and command re
spect and delegate authority, two of the
most importa nt attributes a person can
have . '

The Panhellenic Council has undertaken its own examination of sorority
life. Its statistics are compiled on a 100% basis of all sorority women a.>
opposed to the 45° � reply to the Ford Self Study questionnaire.
Discriminatory Clauses: At the time of the Ford Study one sorority did
have a " restrictive " clause. This has now been eliminated.
Scholastic Ratings: Over th e past two and a half years, sorority women
have occupied 35.9% of the total Dean's List. The Panh ellenic Council
awards a trophy each semester to the sorority with the highest average.
Various programs are used to encourage scholarship: tutors; awards to
the outstanding pledge in scholarship; awards for improvement; study
periods; and a 70% grade requirement prior to initiation.
Extra-Curricular Participation : There were 508 club affiliations among
sorority members last yea1·, 61 of which were officers. In addition 37
members were elected to Student League or student govern ment.
Philanthropic Projects: Many sorority projects involve raising money
for charitable causes. A few are: magazine drives, proceeds for a worthy
foreign student; Penny-a-Day contributions to a national foundation for
crippled children; Halloween and Easter parties for children of Good Will
Homes; Maine Sea Coast Mission, visits by the chapter, donations of
money, clothing, and toys; sock sale for Salvation Army; suppo1·t of
Korean foster children; and Christmas party for hard-of-heaJ·ing children
at Thayer Hospital.
Intellectual Activities: Sororities hold numerous meetings devoted to
intellectual activities, group discussions, lectures, and readings.
The strong points of sornrities outweigh their weaknesses. The well
established organization and cohesiveness found in sornrity life would be
hard to replace.
Janet L. Nordgren, '56
Panhellenic President, 1 955
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The fanciest, fightin'est hockey club to appear in Centra l Maine in several years was this alumni aggregation coached
by the old maste1-, Bill Millett. The ex-Mule puckman put on a courageous exhibition befo1·e bowing to youth, the
Colby varsity-f1'esl1man, 5-4, March 10.
Alumni sco1-ing w as by Danny Hall (2), George Wales ( 1 ) , Bob Kline ( 1 ) .
Front row, left t o 1·ight, are: Bob Millett '50, George Wales ' 5 1 , Chet Harrington ' 5 1 , Paul ' Doc ' Titus 150, Dick
McKeage '55, Charles ' Bo ' Fisher '53, Irwin Winer '52 Paul Kelley - brother of Coach Kelley, Bernie Laliberte '53.
Back 1·ow, left to right: Bob Kline '52, Ray Keyes '52, Carlton Reed '53, George Armstrong '52, Dick Beatty '54,
Bill Bi·yan '48, Danny Hall '51, Ralph Bailey '52, and Bill Millett.
Preliminary skating contests between class teams of girls were refereed, at right, by versatile importations frnm the
Women's Union, the Misses Janet Marchant and Doris Martin.
One of the most frustrating com
ments is made by another man : " I
have not found out what, if anything,
fraternities accomplish at Colby. While
some members say you have a chance
to live with a lot of nice people, others
say you are hindered from meeting
some nice people. Here it is a good
thing to join a fraternity, because it is
difficult for a non-fraternity man to
make himself known.
My friends
say that here you have to be a frater
nity man in order to make progress.
I think that is true. "
All of the comments reported by the
investigators show a significant omis
sion.
There is not one word about
fraternity interest in intellectual mat
ters.
From the report it is clear that, while
fraternities do urge their members to
participate in athletics, outing club,
student government and other worth
while activities, there is no evidence
whatsoever of any fraternity's stimu
lating its members in such activities as
Averill and Gabrielson lectures, Li-
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brary Associates, or International Rela
tions Club.
The Ethical Issues group devoted
much time to the problem of racial
discrimination by fraternities.
Their
conclusion is much like the time-worn
cliche about the weather: " Everybody
talks about it, but nobody does any
thing. " They found that, quite natu
rally, opinions varied from defense of
discrimination,
through
indifference
to it, on to proposals for administrative
action against rt .
Most comments,
however, advised administrative inac
tion, contending that the problem is
solely for the fraternities to solve. That
the problem exists, however, is shown
by the investigator's findings that
" seven of the eight fraternities have
clauses in their national constitutions
limiting membership to Caucasians,
while over half are resticted to Chris
tians only. "
Whether discrimination
plays any part in the climate for learn
ing is not clear.
The Ethical Issues group concluded
their study with definite recommenda-

tions. Basically they call for a reduc
tion in the importance of fraternities
on the Colby campus.
They propose
to achieve that goal by the following
procedure s : take a large proportion of
freshmen into the fraternities, giving
admission to every freshmen who wants
to join a fraternity; work for the elim
ination of restrictive clauses; strengthen
other campus organizations; give no
preference of any kind to athletes
over non-athletes; give less emphasis
to

competitive

athletics

with

other

schools; allow the fraternities no social
privileges

not enjoyed

ganized groups.
says :

by

Finally

other
the

or

report

" We urge the active establish

ment by administration and faculty of
an

active

program

both within and

without the classroom to expose stu
dents to the opportunity and inspire
them with the motive to achieve pro
ductive personality development,

and

to make clear to students that this can
only be done with the intellect, by be
ing at home in the world of ideas. "
COLBY ALUMNUS

fense

Services

Administration,

Deparbnent o f Commerce.

Keeping in Touch

U.

This

S.
is

a

program to recruit a reserve of industry
executives and technical experts quali£ed
to serve with the Department of Com
merce in the BDSA.

In addition to co

ordinating this program, Mr. Hersum will

' 89

H.

Eoerett

has

Farnhani

been

awarded a golden legion certifi

continue

( 1945 ) ;

England

Malaya,

Indonesia,

( 1 945 ) ;
Indochina

Thailand,

( 1946 ) ;
( 1 947 ) ;

cate signifying more than 50 years mem

Netherlands

ber hip in

Paris ( 1947 ) ; England ( 1949 ) ; Belgium

Phi

Delta

Theta

fraternity.

Farnham was born J une 3, 1 865, 50 days

after the a sassination of Pre ident Lin
coln.

( 1946 ) ;

ltaly ( 1951 ) ;

( 1 950 ) ;

in

ann

Ottawa ( 1952 ) ;

Denmark ( 1 953 ) and Liberia ( 1955 ) .
" Except for

'02

London

six weeks

in

Brazil

in

A career civil servant, he is experi
nel

for

Selective Service Committee from 1 937
to 194 1 .

assignment of officer personnel.

November.
has

.

.

Grace

rehuned

Bicknell

from

a

two

Karl

has

Kennison

retired

as

Chief Engineer of the New York
He has bought

John Hyde, Cumberland County
parole officer in Portland for the
retired.

these trips were in connection with peri
odic meetings of the International Rub
ber

Sh1dy Group,

the

membership

of

Kingdom, and Netherlands in 1 945, and
now

embraces

sixteen

nations.

My

capacity as a member of the American

PRINTING

Dr. Frederick T. Hill has been
elected chairman of the Advisory

delegation."

'1 6

Frank Foster, professor of education at the University of Maine,

Gracious,

Vinal Tibbetts will retire at the
end of the cmrent school year as

director of the Walden School. N. Y. C .
H e will, however, stay at the school for
additional

year

in

an

advisory

capacity.

Everett
been

writes :

Holt

a

" I

government

have

employee

since 1 9 17, and in the fleld of domestic
international

rubber

economics,

mostly in the Department of Commerce

1 921.

Post-war

volved

foreign

Issue

of SPRI NG

travel

1 956

service
to

the

has

in

Amazon

College

in

a

than thirty years ago.

or Dramatics.

Franklyn Dyer has been ill since last
last

word we had from

him

he

hoped to be back at work soon . . . Har

Maine.

Riding

H e hopes the effort will

provide a format for a national campaign.

'1 9

Grace Lermond Wyllie lives in
vVarren,

teaching

French

Latin in the local high school.

Her hus

in \Valdoboro.

Art

Joyous Recreational Life with

included.

MR.
Box C

Winter

Sports

featured.

AND M RS. ROBERT OWEN
VASSALBORO, MAINE

Telephone TR

2 - 5 422

PVRELAC DAIRY PRonucrs, !Ne.

Specializing in Ice Cream Mix

QUALITY DAIRY PRODUCTS
pASTE URI ZED MILK, CREAM

and

band is pastor of the First Baptist Church

Excellent Depart

Beautiful New Fireproof Buildings.

Slogan for bis program is " Let's

think quality . "

and

Program

ments for the Girl with Talent in Music,

leader and advisor of many school oraan
izations.

for

Living

devoted entirely to Girls.

vey Eaton, Jr. has launched a campaign

Latin at Rockland and was active as a

Purposeful

spring to study public education in the

for finer nual schools in the State-of

Mrs. Fogler taught

G R O V E

Preparation

south, where he had taught school more

the Rockland High School faculty
She and Mr. Fogler spent the

O A K
Emphasizes

He was granted a leave of absence last

last Thanksgiving after thirteen years of
teaching.

JOURNAL

AUGUSTA, MAINE

wrote an article in the February Maine

The

winter in California.

KENNEBEC

" MAINE'S LARGEST COMMERCIAL
PRINTING PLANT "

July and was hospitalized fifty-one days.

Diana Pitts Fogler re ianed from

Letterpress - Offset - Book Binding

Delegation is that of an advisor to th.e

Alumn us, " The Southland Re-Visited."

\Velfare in Augusta.

since

Later, he was sent to England

pertaining to the selection, training, and

Committee in the Dept. of Health and

and

having

tigation of the resumption of nah1ral rub

past eight years, ha

'1 5

purposes,

ber production in the Far East in 1946,

Connecticut.

an

mobilization

served with the Joint Army and Navy

hip and badly bruised her right

a home at 1 9 B u rchard Lane, Rowa ton ,

'1 4

agency's

Allana S mall Krieger broke her

Board of Water Supply.

'1 3

tl1e

enced in selecting and recruiting person

which started with the U. S . , the United

'1 0

of

to study Royal Navy manpower problems

Eisenwinter

'08

director

1 945, and a three months special inves

years stay in Europe.

'06

as

advisory committee activities.

Mandel

H . Foss, Mgr.

WATERVILLE

MAINE

They have a daughter,

two sons, and four grandchildren.

' 20

Dr.

'2 1

Charles Hersum has been named

Howard

Hill

recently

ad

TrLESTON & HoLLINGSWORTH Co.

P APERMAKERS

dressed a meeting in Italy of the

Since 1 80 1

Roman Ophthalmological Society.

2 11

coordinator of the executive re
serve program of tl1e Business and De-

CoNGRESS ST.

-

BosToN

10,

MAss.

F. CLIVE HALL, '26, Maine Representative

23

j,
'1J
EPOSITOR
S
�
Company

Trust

( Fai rfield Publishing Co . )

PRINTING
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JJependa6iAtlj
Service
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Thomas Callaghan has ret::iied
from coaching after 33 years. He
is continuing as director of athletics at
WinclJ1am

High
School,
Willimantic,
Tom went to that community in
1932 as head coach of football, leading
his team to three undefeated seasons.
Conn.

From 1940-48 his baseball nine ran up a
remarkable record of con istent victories
without a

single setback

and as head

coach of basketball his teams were unde
feated in 1934, 1940, and 1 94 1 .

teacbin

1 guided missile
and the oth r a
pecialist in the air force.
Katrina
Hedman
Ranney Ii e
in
atick, J\ lass.
Her hu band, Scott, re
ceived a service award from . S. Piere
in 1 955 for 25 years with the company.

radar

Katrina

was

secretary

Council

of

atick

Th

During his early days

at the school he served without assistants.

to

the

C hurches

Greater
in

1955.

Ranneys have a married daughter,

Karin; a
children.

son,

Peter;

and

two

grand

Charles, was graduated from Colby in
now in the ann .

1954 and i

ter, Barbara, i

a

A daugh

enior at Colby and

another daughter i

in high school.

Bob Jacobs is a salesman for Scott
Foresman
He ha

Co.,

educational

publisher .

been covering Texa

as well as hi
that hi

regular area.

and Ohio
Bob writes

on, Don, and daughter. Eliza

beth, had their fifth reunion in 1 955 and
Bob fr. had hi

in 1954 and celebrated

has retired from
the real estate business in Boston, having

it in Germany.

turned it over to the younger generation.

mathematics at Pen acola ( Florida )

He goes fishing and travels for fun. . .

ior College and run

Percy

His teams have won in excess o f 70%
of their games.

Keep Maine P1·inting in Maine

Reserve System

L.

Rideout

Cranston Jordan teache

physics and

Jun

a store and motel

In addition to the varsity teams he also

Helen

coached the junior varsity and sometimes

Belmont, Mass., to Madison, Maine. She
has been in ill health for some two years
with a viciou
asthma condition. . .

a heart attack.

Esther Holt Willey keeps her home in

ing at Hunter College tluee and a half

a freshman squad.

The editor of the

Norwich Bulletin writes:

" His passing

from the coaching scene will end a re

Weston

Gray

has

moved

from

on the side . . . Donnie Getchell McCully
lives in Oakland with her brother and
has

pent much of 1 955 recovering from

markable career and leave a void in the

Clinton and is public health nurse for

year

sporting

the town of Fairfield.

husband.

field

that

will be noticeable.

He has always championed good sports
manship and gentlemanly conduct."
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at 82.SB Main Street.

William McDonald, in the life insur
ance business in Southbridge, Mass., has
a daughter, Wilma, at Colby . . . Ralph

she expects her son and his wife and two

l'lfcLeary

husband are in Saigon Vietnam,

boys to be home from Guam this June

schools in Jackson,

after a two years' absence . . . Marian

Bettv, is married and bas three children,
.
and Ralph and Isabel are happy grand

Kearney

Pratt

and

" Chix " is a research writer and

erhood "

( Philippine

irrigation

projects,

nursing,

tions for the "

etc.

medical

teams ) ,

dredging,

refugee

She edits transla

ews Rounduo " from the

daily papers ( French and
and radio broadcasts.
included

Rangoon,

Hongkong,

Baokok,

Vietnamese ) ,

Their travels have
Singapore,
and

other

Penang,
points.

Their two sons are in the states, one

24

She writes that

ago, following the death of her

her

Helen

covers such things as " Operations Broth

work,

in the service.
Mildred Todd Weir is in Westbrook

where Dan is a chief mechanical engi
neer.

Her son, John, is

She retired from teach

Drisko

Tucker

lives

in

Glastonbury,

Conn.

Her husband is an engineer in

is

parents.

A

superintendent

son,

1ich.

of

Richard,

is

th0 Pratt Whitney Aircraft Engine Co.,

school.

East Hartford.

Gull Pond in Rangeley, Maine.

Marian teaches at Bulke

ley High Schoo! in Hartford.

public

His daughter,

in

high

The family spends summers on

Marion Brown Newcomb teaches New

Ge�rge Nickerson has been re-elected

Testament,

comparative

president of the Waterville Area YMCA.

philosophy

of

religion

religion, and
N orthfield

at

. . John Barnes is vice president of the

School for Girls, Northfield, Mass.

National

also supervises

She
students who teach in

church

in rnral churches

Commercial

Bank,

and

Trust

Co., Albany,

N. Y., and reports that he

sits

the

behin cl

loan

desk.

His

·

son,

schools

near

Northfield.
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A hton Ha m ilton has joine<l the
techni al

ervice

department

the 0 ford Paper Co., Rumford, a

of

chief

chemi t.

' 29

' 36

Joh n

has

Roderick

Pres

of Education, University of Maine,

Cultural Travel Council,

to

Simmons

group will

" What the School of Education is Doing

return

a

s ummer for

Russia this

February issue of the Maine Alumnus,

Tours,

Inc.,

leave

montl1

a

the

division of

N.

Y.

C.

The

August

17

and

will

later,

visiting

Berlin,

Moscow, Praag, Zurich, Paris, and Am
sterdam.

" Ro " has also established a

have returned from a trip to Bermuda.

£rm

Karl has recently been elected a director

Associates at 270 Park Avenue, N. Y. C.

known

as

the

Roland

Gammon

The Associates are " specialists in public

of the Nashua Corporation.

relations, promotion and communications

'30

Wendell

is

Thornton

superin

tendent of schools in Avon Mass.

. . Thomas Record is assistant secretary

and

personnel

manager

of

the

Union

Mutual Life Insurance Co., Portland.

Charles Weaver has been appointed
president of the Newspaper Public Re
lations Association, an organization
members.
of

the

f 200

" Buck " is business manager

Guy

Gannett

Publishing

Co.,

Portland.

'3 1

':forrington

of

( Conn. )

High

School.

'35

programs for religious, educational, serv
ice and international business organiza
tions . "

Edith Emery, registrar a t Pine Manor
Junior College, is a member of the In
terim Committee which has
pointed at

the

college

to

been

ap

assume

the

responsibility of presidency until t11e new
president,

Frederick C. Ferry, assumes

office, July 1.

Roger Tilley is a foreign service staff
officer at the American Embassy, Ant

Richard Williamson is principal

Mark

Berry of Burlington, Vt.,

has been appointed an agent for

the Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co. of
Columbus,

Ohio.

.

.

Walter Worthing

has been promoted to staff assistant by
the Central Maine Power Co.

HOTEL

Edward ]enison has been made

40

assistant vice president of the In

dustrial National Bank of Providence . . .

Roland Gammon will guide a tour

contributed an excellent article to the

Hines, Jr. (Martha Holt)

I

Ralph Delano,

'3 7

Mrs. Karl R.

ap

Bureau at Hongkong.

Mark Shibles, dean of the School

About the Teacher Shortage." . . Mr. and

been

pointed chief of the Associated

editor and

co-publisher

of the Benson ( N. C . ) Review, was hon
ored

earlier

this

year

by

the

Benson

Cham her of Commerce as the Citizen of
the Year.

Ralph embarked on his news

paper career in 1 94 1 as editor of the

Boothbay Register in Boothbay Harbor.
He took four years out for service with
the army and in 1 9 5 1 went to North
Carolina.
He has been a great contributor to the
life

of

his

community.

He

is

a

lay

speaker in the Methodist Church, super
intendent of the Sunday School and sings
in

the

church

choir

which
directs.

(Muriel Howe, '42 )

his

wife

He is

a

past president of the chamber of com
n1erce.

'4 1

Charles Huff is personnel manager at Maine General Hospital,

Portland. . . Dick McDonald is president
and general manager of the new furn
Card-McDonald Motors, Inc., Norwich,
Conn . . . The Rev. B. Stephen Topalian
is rector of St. John's Episcopal Church,

werp, Belgium.

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.

'38

assistant to Frank S. Vanderbrouck, pres

Norris
A. Wendell Ande1·son, a special
ist agent of Royal Insurance Co.,

has become

associated with the Riley

Insurance Co. in Brunswick.

'39

to

the

selection committee for

Nieman Fellowships at Harvard.

has

been

appointed

ident of Monarch Life Insurance Co.

He

is resigning as a partner in the Spring£eld

( Mass. ) law furn Richardson, Dibble and

Atkinson.

Dwight Sargent has been named

Dibble

In 1 954 he received the dis

tinguished service award of the Spring
field Junior Chamber of Commerce.

George Beach, Jr. has joined the sales
department of Keyes Fibre Company.

ELMWOOD

Sixty-eight
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S r n cE 1 850

years
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manufacturing quality
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�
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M O R I N
B R I C K

Rev.

Edwin

is

Alexander

pastor of the East Congregational

Church, Ware. Mass . . . The Rev. Nor

C O M P A N Y

Furnishers o f BRICKS at
COLBY COLLEGE
DANVILLE

The

MAI NE

man L. Porter h� s been appointed pastor

3 5 Ye a r s Experience
Tel . TR 3-3434

88 Plea san t Street

LEADING
DEPARTMENT

R.

J.

PEACOCK

CANNING

CO.

Canners and Dealers in
S A R D INES
FACTORIES AT
Lubec, Portland a n d Eas t po r t, M a i ne

in the marine corps stationed at

D. C . . . Phil Nutting, New

Robert

Murray

Memorial

All-College

Advertising Contest.

'45

Ed

is president of

McCormack

the

Boston

City
bas

Tarlow

Council.

been

.

.

re-elected

the

Massachusetts

Broadcasters

Assoc.

Mr. Tarlow is p resident of radio sta
tion W H I L, Medford, and WGUY, Ban
gor and president of the M stic Disposal
He also maintain

law offices at

1 State St. Boston.

'47

Wright

Carl

president

bas

of

been

the

elected

SHO:E

Skowhegan

has

O'Halloran

resigned

as

1aine to join the Booth by & Bartlett

in
Co.

agency

in

Waterville.

.

.

Robert

Stander is employed with an oil company
in Louisiana.

15 )

William

Warner,

a

time

study

engineer at Scovill Manufacturing

Co., vVaterbur y, Conn., teaches part-time
ew Haven College where he has

at

given a course in methods engineering.
. . John Hannah is a technical draftsman
for the Heald Machine Tool Co., Worces
ter, Mass. and is living in Shrewsbury.
William Ryan is with TWA airlines.
He and his wife (loan Withington) have
-

and

are

living

in

Kent,

Conn. . .

Richard Gass is oublisher of the Rum
ford

Regional

Shopping

News.

.

.

Maurice Ronayne is an organization and

'48

neering

methods examiner at the U. S. N. Engi

M. Joly, Jr. i

Cyril

assistant

legislative liaison officer for the

U. S. Department of Health, Education
and Welfare. . . Doug Borton passed his
fellowship exams for the Society of Actu

Phillips

bas

Designate

of

Wendell
Chairman

been
the

elected

Pesticides

Subdivision of the Agricultural and Food
Chemistry Division, American Chemical

Experiment

Station,

Annapolis,

Md., as well as a doctoral candidate at
American University, Washington, D. C.
Robert Hartford

is a statistician in tl1e

investment department of the John Han
cock Insurance Co., Boston. . . Bernie
Franklin is a lumber salesman in Boston.

'52

Kemp Pottle teaches social studies
at Higgins Classical Institute. .

Mort Guiney is living in Paris, France.

Society.

149

Jack Brown has accepted a position

as

personnel

advisor

with

Pratt Whitney Aircraft in East Hartford,
Conn . . . Arthur Warren is a production
specialist with the Hathaway Shirt Co.,
Waterville .

.

. Kenneth V·igue is with

army ordnance in Washington . . . Thomas
Samuelsen is
New York.

a

Lutheran

minister

in

High

coach

School.

I

53

Phyllis Lewis is a staff nurse at
the

New

York

Hospital.

She

graduated from Cornell University - New
York Hospital School of Nursing in

1954.

. . Ray Maxwell announces at the new
radio station, W HGM, in Skowhegan .

..

Bill Clark has sold a number of cartoons
to the McNaught Syndicate.
Chester Ham is regional parish pastor
of the Congregational Churches of Gil

Don Zabriskie has been named head
football

at
.

.

Robert

stun, Stoddard and Sullivan, N. H. . .

( Mass. )

Lawrence Taber received his P1aster of

Maxwell has

science degree in industrial engineering

Amesbury

accepted a position as sales correspondent

last June from Stevens Institute of Tech

with Keyes Fibre Co., Waterville.

nology.

Billie and their daughter, Elizabeth
are living at

26

Arthur

special agent of the Home I nsurance Co.

Rotary Club.

Actuarial Society of America.

FOR CHILDREN - Made by
THE G REEN SHOE MFG . CO.
B o sTo N, MA ss .

practicing medicine at the Massa

chusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary in Boston.

two children - Christopher and Nicholas

aries last May and is now a fellow of the

TRmERITE

H. )

Boys' Club at Richmond, Va . . . Kevin

Corp. of Medford.

STORE

( N.

Hill i

Frederick Wood is now a major

Sherwood

\VATERVILLE'

Hopkington

He is studying for his

'44

secretary and counsel representative for

EMERY-BROWN CO.

at

master's at Boston University. . . David

Club of Boston to judge the 7th annual

NOVELTY

principal

High School.

Armstrong is executive director of the

England sales manager for Holiday mag

SOCIETY

Antell

coaches basketball and is assist

field, Massachusetts.

azine, was selected by the Advertising

P R I N T I N G

ant

" Chummy "

R ussell

of the First Methodist Church, Green

Washington,

JoB

'SO

157 Silver St.

He,

Ann ,

He is with the army in the sci

entific and professional ordnance corps
as an industrial engineer.
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Compl i ments o f

Howard B. Crosby

Compl i ments
of

ANGELO E. DIVERS!

GERl\lANY - left to right, David Wallingford, '54,
R Eu 101 I
Wallingford, '54, Judy Orne Shorey, '55, and Roy Shorey, Jr., '54.
are both in the army.
I

S4

Diane Cham berlin is investment

analyst with the George Putnam
Fund of Boston . . . Lt. Cornell Grout is
a pilot instructor at Gary Air Force Base,
San Marcos, Texas . . . Pvt. Harold Krie

ger has graduated from the supply rec
ords course at Quartermaster School, Fort
Lee, Virginia.
Lt.
•
I-

Ralph

Davis e>..'-p ects to be dis

charged from . the Marine Corps this sum
mer.

He hopes to enter Stanford Grad

uate School of Business Administration.
He says that Andrew Offenhiser, '49, is
enrolled at the Stanford Graduate School
of Business Administration.

Derek Tatlock has been assigned to an
am1y testing station in Yuma, Ariz . . .
Lt. Bob Fraser has received his wings
as a jet pilot and has passed his tests
as a commercial pilot. . . Charles Landay
is with the army in Taiwan, Formosa.

I

SS

Lou

Zambello

is

stationed

with the air force at San Antonio,

A on, Raymond, to Mr. and Mrs. Roy
MacDonald,

(Estelle

Rogers,

'39 )

No

A daughter, Elizabeth

and Mrs. Arne Askjem,

Marie

to M r.

(June Totman,

'42 ) March 1 6.
A daughter, Robin Jean, to Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Hill, (Marlee Bragdon, '42 )
farch 20.
A son, Peter Michael, to Mr. and Mrs.

WATERVILLE

BANK

SAVINGS

Waterville, M aine

A daughter, Pamela Jean, to Major and
Mrs. John Stevens, '42, October 10.
A daughter, Joan Merry, to Mr. and
Mrs.

Thomas

Pursley,

'43,

(Marjorie

B roten, '43 ) March 1 9.
A

son,

Jonathan

Todd,

to

Mr.

and

BOOTHBY AND BARTLETT

GENERAL INSURANCE
1 85 Main Street

Mrs. Victor Ellison, (Mildred Steenland,

'44 ) November 30.
A daughter, Nancy Karen, to Mr. and

MAINE

WATERVILLE

erson, '45 ) March 8.
A son, Keith Alfred, to Mr. and Mrs.

Cloyd Aarseth, '46, March 7.

garten at the Joseph P. Vincent School,

March 8.

Conn.

.

.

R u th

McDonald

Richard Tripp has enlisted in the in
fantry. . . Susanne Whitcomb Hayes is
living in Germany while her husband
completes a tour of duty with the army
engineers. . . Donald Martin has been
taking basic training at Fort Dix, N. J.
. Pvt. Victor Ladetto has completed

sound ranger training at Fort Sill, Okla

A daughter, Nancy Ellen, to Mr. and
Mrs. Sanford LeVine, '48, March 26.

of SPRING

1 956

M A I NE FREIGHT
Moves By

MAINE
WATERVILLE

FREIGHTWAYS
-

PoRTLAND

-

BosToN

A daughter, Susan ·wendy, to Mr. and
Mrs.

Gerald Seidenberg,

(Gloria Shine,

'48 ) February 27.
A daughter, Elizabeth Ann, to Mr. and

G eo rge H.

Sterns, '3 1

Fred

Mrs. Robert Maxwell, '49, January 24.
A

daughter,

Norman

Ruth, to Mr. and Mrs.

Rosenberg, (June White, '49 )

November 2.
A son, Richard, to Mr. and Mrs. Rob

ert Tonge, '49, April 1 5 .

homa.

Issue

SA VE WI TH

Arth ur Lincoln, Jr., '42, January 18.

Eugene Bondy, Jr., (Anne Lau;rence, '46 )

.

WATER VILLE, MAINE

vember 1 6.

orology at M. I. T. under the air force

( Mass. ) High School.

ci-

Sanger Avenue

program . . . Joan Kalin teaches kinder

Rober s teaches mathematics at Hudson

g

FRUIT & PRODUCE CO., INC.

B I RTHS

A daughter, Priscilla, to Mr. and Mrs.

Bloomfield,

f

WATERVILLE

Mrs. Frank Gustafson, (Marguerite Brod
Lt.

Texas . . . Dave Roberts is studying mete

· 1-

Betsey Powley
Dave and Roy

J.

STERNS

'29
D. Sterns,

Sterns,

Herbert

DEPT.

'41

STORE S

WATERVILLE - SKOWHEGAN

" The Stores of Famous Brands "
27

A son, Edward, to Mr. and Mrs.
'50, (Shirley Fellows, '49 )
March 10.
A son, Daniel Bruce, to Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Frank, '50, January 4.
A son, David Cranston, to I r . and
Mrs. Cranston Briggs, (Joanne Yeaton,
'51 ) November 2 1 .
A son, Bruce Peter, t o M r . and Mrs.
Sebastian Cultrera, '51 , (Nancy MacDon
ald, '52 ) January 27.
A son, Douglas Steven, to Mr. and
Mrs. Richard Kaplan, '5 1 , March 7.
A daughter, Kimberly, to Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Eustis, Jr., '52, (Georgia Roy,
'54 ) August 20.
A daughter, Susan, to Mr. and Mrs.
George Ritchie, '52, November 25.
A son, Edward Caverly, to Mr. and
Mrs. Edward Swift, (Mary Sargent, '52 )
July 30.
A daughter, Janet Elizabeth, to Mr.
and Mrs. Quinn Bersani, '53, (Ruth Shee
han, '53 ) February 17.
A son, David, to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph
Beane, (Carolyn English, '53 ) Febru
ary 2 1 .
A daughter, Beth Ann, t o M r . and
Mrs. Richard Mailey, '57, (Barbara East
erbrooks, '53 ) December 13.
A daughter, Deborah Lee, to Mr. and
Mrs. Karl Dornish, '54, (Jane Millett,
'55 ) April 15.
Twins, Albert Peter and Barbara Heidi,
to Mr. and Mrs. Albert Schmitt, '55,
(Barbara Gifford, '52 ) January 28.

Albert Bernier,

MARRIAGES
Harold Arey, '03, to Mrs. Isa Rice,
the bride's home, 1 30 Edgell Street,
Gardner, Massachusetts, February 1 1 .
Rachel Conant,

Bethany Baptist
August 17.

'24, to Willard Rowe,
Church, Skowhegan,

George Fraser, '52, to Joanne Steckley,
St. Patrick's Cathedral, Harrisburg, Penn
sylvania, January 14.
A n ne Plowman, '52, to Robert Stevens,
Congregational Church, Portland, Maine,
March 3 1 .
Kemp Pottle, '52, t o Jean Lemieux, St.
Mary's Church, Bangor, Maine, January
27.
John Waalewyn, '52, to Martha Nor
cross, Union Church, Waban, Massa
chusetts, December 28.
Richard Berns, '54, to Joan Gellman,
Newark, New Jersey, July 10.
Diane Stevens, '54, to Herman Brown,
Jr., Riverside Church, West Dennis,
Massachusetts, December 23.

28

Rosemary
Edson,

Jr.,

Thresher, '54, to William
'54, Waban, Ma ·sacbusetts,

April 6.
Henry Tataronis, '55, to Nancy O'Neill,
Annunciation Church, Danver , Massa
chusetts, December 3 1 .

IN
MEMORIAM

1 895

Annie Mabel Waite,

84, retired
librarian, died April 1 in a Wor
cester, Massachusetts hospital.
Miss Waite was librarian in West
Boylston, Massachusetts for forty-three
years, retiring in 1949. She had been
a member of the First Congregational
Church in that community for sixty
three year . She attended Colby from
189 1 to 1893.
A member of Sigma Kappa, Miss
Waite is survived by a niece, Miss Hazel
·waite of Stoughton, and a brother-in
law, Daniel S. Curtis of West Boylston.
1 897 Edward Samuel Osborne, 82, son
of Sam Osborne who was for
37 years janitor on the Old Campus, died
at his home in Waterville, March 4.
Mr. Osborne retired as a messenger
with the Railway Express in 1954 after
59 years. The agency had honored him
a decade earlier making him the first
recipient of its fifty-year medal.
Attending Colby from 1893 to 1894,
Mr. Osborne had the distinction of hit
ting the longest home run ever recorded
on old Seavems Field. It was the win
ing blow in a Colby-Bates game of 1884
when " Eddie " hit the first pitch south
ward into the vicinity of the old college
pump which stood where the Roberts
Hall is now located. His love for base
ball never dimmed and be saw as many
Colby games as possible.
He is survived by his sister, Alice E.
Osborne, Waterville, and several nieces
and nephews.
1 903

75, died at
his home in Hampden, April 13.
Fonner president of the Maine Bar
Association, he began his law practice
with bis father in Bangor in 1906. At
one time he was corporation counsel for
the Great Northern Paper Company and
the Merrill Mortgage Company.
Louis Colby Stearns,

The son of Louis and Celestia Trask
Stearns, he prepared for Colby at He
bron Academy and received his law train
ing at Harvard. His father was a mem
ber of the class of 1876. His wife, the
former Alice E. Towne, a classmate,
died in 1950.
For several years, he was president
of the Bangor Humane Society and a
tru tee of the Bangor Good Samaritan
Home. Mr. Steams wa a member of
Delta Kappa Epsilon.
Surviving are a son, Probate Judge
Louis C. Steams I I I , and two daughter ,
Mr . Cordon Briggs and Mr . Philip
Johnson, all of Hampden.
1 904

Frank

1 905

William Rodney Cook,

Horace
Leighton,
74,
prominent busines man, died
March 14 in a Bangor hospital following
a long illness.
Born in Columbia Falls, Mr Leighton
was the president of his class at Colby.
He wa a member of Zeta Psi and a 32nd
degree Mason.
Following his graduation from college
he became headmaster of Mitchell's
Military School, Billerica, Massachusetts.
He started the first boy's summer camp
in Eastern Maine in 1907.
In 1906, he married Miss Bet ey Adams
Nickels. She died four years later. In
1913 he married Miss Alfarata Weather
bee of Bangor who assisted him at the
Mitchell School where they remained
until 1920 when they left to make their
home in Bangor.
Mr. Leighton became sales manager
of the Henley-Kimball Company and
served in that capacity until the death
of his wife in 1932. In recent years,
until his illness in 1952, he worked with
the firm of Hornblower and Weeks.
At Commencement, 1954, the Alumni
Council which he had headed, presented
him with a certificate of appreciation
for his work on behaH of the college.
He is survived by a sister, Miss Jose
phine Wass Leighton, of Bangor who
recently retired from the faculty at Co
lumbia University.

86, died
December 29 in his native town
of South Dartmouth, Massachusetts.
Mr. Cook graduated from Hebron
Academy and studied at Colby from 1901
until October 1902 when he withdrew
because of poor health.
A builder, carpenter, plumber, and, in
the latter years of his life a dairyman
and poultryman, Mr. Cook was a mem
ber of Alpha Tau Omega and a frequent
participant in Commencement.
Surviving are his widow, the former
Lena Ella Johnson; three children, Mrs.
Betram H. Merriott, Seattle, Washington,
Mrs. Esther C. Smith of Stonington, and
William Rodney Cook, Jr., New Bedford,
Massachusetts.
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� c%eeting

at

a meeting important to Portland"s future took place at
Bowles· Tavern at the corner of Federal and Temple Streets. There, on that
Monday morning, were assembled nine men influential in civic and business
affairs of the fast-growing city. There were Woodbury Storer, Cotton B. Brooks,
Phineas Varnum, Nathaniel Mitchell, Josiah Pierce, John Perley, John T. Smith,
Eli Longley and Samuel Ad�ms. They were met to adopt a set of by-Jaws for
the newly incorporated Canal Bank. Later, at this same Bowles Tavern, they
met and voted . . . .. That a lot of land be procured on Union Street for the
purpose of erecting a building for the Bank." From this start, for a hundred
and twenty-live years, The Canal National Bank of Portland has served Maine
business without interruption, through policical, economic and social upheavals.
Bowles' Tavern, where the Bank's incorporators first met, had a long and
··aried career. Started as a Public House in 1 8 2 3 by Mr. Bowles, the original
ON A P R I L 3, 1 826,

COPYR I G > H 1 9 5 0 . T H E C A N A L N A T IO N A L B A N K Of P O R T L A N D , M A I N E

13owles ' Ta vern
2-story brick structure wes built in 1 79 1 by Eben Storer for a dwelling. After
b
a e
ls
��Y�:� ;'u bllc ���::'i;, Jfo��j���- h�1�ar�g� �..;,�!rs"'!'h;��c��U0.J�1&!1e�
added rooms, until it was also the largest tavern in Portland.
Samuel Haskell owned the place about 1 8 3 3 and its name became The Elm
House. II was the headquarters for all stage lines serving Portland - there
were twelve scages dajly by 1 8 5 5 , and both Federal and Temple Srreets were
at times crowded with arriving and departing coaches.
\'(/hen Portland was the capital of Maine, Scare Senarors and Representa
tives lived at The Elm House for months ar a time. Many important decisions
on the new statc"s business and political affairs were made rhere. Hannibal
Hamlin boarded at The Elm House while he read law at rhe offices of Fessenden
and Deblois. The Tavern was burned in rhe Great Fire of 1866.

Canal �tional 13ank of Portland
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